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Roller Skaters

YoursTerriLee

Terri Lee’s first skating costume is a strange
one. It is made of taffeta and ruffled net and
is designed for “exhibition skating.” The
bottom has long legs and one would suppose it
is suppose to flair out with spins and turns. It is
trimmed with “real rhinestones” This is the
description from the Lincoln Nebraska Fashion
Parade.

This picture from Dennis Ross’ collection
shows that the hat for this costume was
just a beanie trimmed in rhinestones. The
top of the outfit also has rhinestones. This
is one of the
few times

that a Terri Lee costume actually came from the

factory with rhinestones. Most other examples

with rhinestones are formals. This costume seems

very rare and it was quickly replaced with a

shorter perkier version. The style of the top

continued to be used for Ice Skating costumes.

The Roller Skating hat underwent a dramatic re -

design by the time the 1952 Fashion Parade from

Apple Valley appeared as shown in this fabulous

red example also from Dennis Ross.



The 1952 version of Terri Lee’s Roller skating
costume is made of ninon and ruffled net and
comes with a “matching bonnet.” There are
examples of this outfit in both rayon “ninon” and
cotton organdy. It is this reporter’s opinion that
the rayon version is probably older. The 1954
Fashion Parade shows the skating costume
without a matching hat but the hat comes with
the rayon AND the cotton version of this outfit.

To the right is the 1954 version shown with a
flower headpiece which has not appeared even in
MIB versions of this costume. Notice that this
year the skates
changed from white
to metallic which may
be silver, gold or pink. This is probably the cotton
organdy version. Terri’s skating outfit is re-
designed again for the 1956 Fashion Parade and this
time it is taffeta and netting with a completely
different hat as
shown below. The
hat hugs the head
and is much more
streamlined.

1954

1956



This picture includes a
slightly different version
of the Skating Costume
which | would date to
about 1956 also. The skirt
has much coarser nylon
netting and includes two
rows of ribbons. The style
of these skating costumes
is reflected in the Tiny
Terri Lee skating costume
which is taffeta and has a
similar hat. Tiny Terri Lee
appeared on the scene in

1955 and had the most complete
wardrobe offering in 1956-1957.

Notice Tiny Terri Lee roller skates
without ties are shown but they also
came with ties as shown in the 1956
booklet

Presenting

Tiny Terri

Lee.



Terri Lee Roller Skating costumes came in many different colors, designs and
fabrics. They are a favorite with collectors and command high prices when in
excellent condition. Many have been found still in their original boxes.

Here are three examples from Dennis’
collection. Lavender, mint green and
yellow. The unusual example at the right
is of ninon flocked with glitter flowers. |
have photographed two different styles of
skating costumes made with this fabric
and also a formal ballerina dress. They
have tags, little pleats, and square snaps
but?? They are somewhat reminiscent of
the flocked heart and Irish formals.

If you have more information about
costumes in this fabric please email me
with pictures and history.



1948 - 1951 Roller Skaters

Terry Bukowski

In the 40’s and 50’s Roller Skating
was a very popular sport just as Ice
Skating is today.

According to the Fashion Parade
this outfit was for exhibition
skating and 1s made of taffeta and
ruffled net. It is trimmed in real
rhinestones and the skates have
silver bells on them. Also, this
outfit comes in beautiful colors.

With Mary Hayden’s insight into

clothing and their history she e-

mailed me the following

information. “One famous lady skater was Gloria Nord which fit into
the timeline of our outfit. Mary also tried to figure out how Vi came
up with this outfit, she found that during those years roller skating
was popular, and they had US title contests if you look up
information on them you will see similarities, there was a famous
Scandinavian skater who wore some similar outfits. Mary felt the
outfit fits the time frame of the late 30’s or early 40’s, definitely not
the 50°s. If interested in more information on roller skating check out
the Roller-Skating Museum in Lincoln NE.”
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1948 - 1951 Roller Skaters

Terry Bukowski

My skater skirt was
missing the ribbon tie. In
looking closer at the
construction of the skirt
the net and panties are
sewn together by the waist
band of the panties. The
top and beanie are
identical to the Fashion
Parade picture. According
to Mary Hayden, “we
know this much about the
evolving clothing for TL
these outfits were not
sewn in a factory it
probably is all original but
the skaters I have seen had
separate pants.

I think 1t will be a
mystery, after enlarging
the photo I would almost

argue it was an upgrade, they found a better or easier way to make

the outfit using a ribbon to attach the skirt.

I used Ellen Lawson’s skater as my pattern. It was all original and
had a ribbon waist. You could say it was just like the calypso shirt

had”.
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1948 - 1951 Roller Skaters

Terry Bukowski

Above 1s what the construction of what my skirt looks like. A taffeta
band connects the panties and the netting skirt.

I also asked Mary what colors she had seen the outfit in, here is her
response, “There is the yellow-gold, blue taffeta, being vintage it had
turned to a grey blue, but then most of the blue taffeta did, rose-pink
and white. The white also aged it was never bright white, I believe it
was softer white. ”Did I see round snaps on your skater pants, if so
then maybe yours 1s the very first version and they decided to make it
a separate piece.

Mary also said, “I'm curious since the only reason I made one in

white was I saw one somewhere, and it had emerald rhinestones, I
thought it was awesome.”
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1948 - 1951 Roller Skaters

Terry Bukowski
Rhinestones decorate the closure of the top and three are on the

sleeve. The beanie has a row of
rhinestones around the edge and
then one in each pie of the beanie.
If you look closely at the Fashion
Parade there are no rhinestones on
this outfit, however there are what
looks to be snowflakes not only on
the roller skater but the formal as
well. Last are the flowers used,
they appear to be the same ones
used for the bride’s dresses, this is
what I gave my doll to wear with
her outfit. The skates used were
white oilcloth with silver bells.

after this article for both Terri
and Tiny Terri Lee.
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1948 - 1951 Roller Skaters

We loved this outfit so much it
became the convention gift for
2014. Geri King made the outfit for
Tiny Terri Lee from Mary Hayden’s
pattern.

Also available were a pin and
stamp. Both from Dennis’ art work.

I had Mary Hayden make me the outfit
for Terri, while I waited to find the
original.

If you want to make the first roller
skater for your collection, I have
attached Mary’s pattern after this
article for both Terri and Tiny Terri
Lee.
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1952 - 1954 Roller Skaters

Notice how over
time the dress of

Terry Bukowski
The page to the left is from the 1952

Fashion Parade and tells us the fabric is
made of ninon and ruffled net. If the outfit
was made in 1952 the skates
accompanying the outfit would be made of
white oil cloth, and of course came with
silver bells. The netting under the fabric
gives the dress fullness so it stands out.
The hat makes a statement with ribbon
around the head opening and netting on the
outside rim. Vintage flowers are attached.
Matching panties complete the outfit.

the MIB outfit has started to turn

darker.
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1952 - 1954 Roller Skaters

Terry Bukowski

From Glenda Kitto’s collection notice
the boxed outfit contains skates, while
the envelope outfit doesn’t. While I
would think 60 cents wouldn’t make a
difference in price, I wonder if the
company went to the envelope
packaging due to the skates not being
available.

Close up of glitter flocked
skating dress.
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1952 - 1954 Roller Skaters

Terry Bukowski
Skaters at the 2007 Convention in Salt
Lake City
While the 1954 Fashion Parade shows
the same dress, one thing is missing,
the hat. Since the item number for the
outfit remains the same as the 1952
outfit 1t would be hard to tell which
year the outfit was made in. If your hat
1S missing, was it on purpose and there
should be a band of roses, or did it get
lost somewhere? Another 1954 must is
the skates need to be made of metallic
in silver, gold, or pink.

Skaters at the
2007

Convention in
Salt Lake City

Following are
Mary Hayden’s
Tiny Terri Skater
pattern and an
original copy of
the Fashion
Parade Page.
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1952 - 1954 Roller Skaters

Terry Bukowski
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1956 Roller Skaters

In 1956 Terri Lee’s roller-skating costume goes
through its third re-design. I’m sure it was Vi’s
way of keeping up with the new trends in the
skating world. Also, in 1956 Tiny Terri Lee is
pictured in her Fashion Parade with a similar
roller-skating costume. The bodice attaches to the
net skirting in a V. The net line is a cowl collar
with ribbon trim with netting sewn over the taffeta
fabric. Below are pictures from Glenda Kitto’s
collection.
To the left is
a wonderful
two tone
skater.
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Tiny Terr1 Lee Roller Skater

Terry Bukowski

Roller Skating was a fun activity in the 50’s who doesn’t
remember having those slip-on skates with the key that
always got lost? In 1956 Tiny Terri Lee added a roller-
skating outfit to her wardrobe item # 3168 which costed
$5.79. Tiny Terri Lee’s skating outfit is not like big Terri
Lee’s skating outfit made of ninon and ruffled net, with an
exceptionally large bonnet, instead her roller-skating outfit
resembles the toe dancer costume. The outfit is made of
taffeta with the bodice ending in a V. Netting forms the
shoulder straps and is across the neckline. The skirt has
three layers of netting. This outfit comes with a matching
rayon bonnet and panties. The colors are in pastels shades of pinks, yellow, and blue.

To complete the outfit are the skates. Pictured in the Fashion Parade are the tie skates
however two styles were available, and a doll might come with the slip-on style.
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Roller Skates

Terry Bukowski
From 1949 — 1953 the roller skates are
made from white o1l cloth, shown in the
Fashion Parade the silver bells are attached
to the first lace.
They came with the outfit or you could
purchase them separate #1078 for 60 cents.

In 1954 — 1956 it is noticeable in the Fashion Parade the skates have changed
to the metallic skates that are commonly found. Neither Fashion Parade
mention that the skates have a metallic covering or that it came in three colors.
The metallic covering didn’t hold up well over time. The pink ones being the
rarest. The item number changes to item number
5704 cost is still 60 cents.

560F Tarri in Roller Skater 560G Terrl In Ice Skaler
.95 2 6.

Costume 16.

Here [ ﬁ“ sailing around the rink—and whether it’s ice skating
or roller skating doesn’t matter at all, because I have outfits for
both! My G

aaaaaa
sparkly—a the heart:
Roller Skating Outfit with its full fluffy skirt is pretty as a picture,
isn't itP These come with real little ice or roller skates, too, so they’re
really quite lete. Take me skatil inter or in 1
Skater Outfits!

3560F Roller Skeler Costume 5.95 3560G Ico Skater Costume 5.95
30
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Magna, Mar-Fan & 1&S

By Glenda Kitto

What do we know about Magna Enterprises, Mar-Fan, Inc. and I1&S Industries?
And, how did they become involved with the Terri Lee Doll Co?

for food supplies. i, s indid

| FRIDAY - SATURDAY - SUNDAY
DECEMBER 1st fhru 3rd

9 AM. to 5 P.M.

SALE OF

All Sizes 8” to 25”

BUY NOW
FOR CHRISTMAS
DIRECT FROM
FACTORY

Factory seconds and discon-
tinued lines and numbers. Baby
dolls, teen-age dolls, a few Terri
Lee dolls . . . Doll shoes, sox,

hats and ‘sew-it-yourself’ dresses

Mar-Fan Inc.

1708 Standard SI.
Glendale, Calif.
MBle e

/ Sav. Fermauin o W¢ ites

| Fact #1. In 1959 the many companies involved with Terri Lee were:

| ! Terri Lee Inc., a corporation

Terri Lee Doll Hospital, Inc., a corporation

Terri Lee Fashions, Inc., a corporation

Raysheen Wig Corporation, a corporation

Terri Lee Sales Corporation, a corporation
Connie Lynn Manufacturing Corp., a corporation

Terri Lee of California, a corporation which included Violet
Gradwohl and C. Grace Hast as co-partners doing business as Terri
Lee of California, a partnership. What a tangled web...

Fact #2. Upon the heels of the Apple Valley fire, Terri Lee of
California defaulted on its loan from the Small Business Association
which led to the sale of the Terri Lee holdings in Apple Valley and
included both real and personal property. The sale involved five
separate parcels:

1) 3.44 acres with a factory building

2) 2.17 acres with an administration building
3) 71.13 acres with a dwelling house

4) 167.21 acres

5) 574 acres

Fortunately for Violet Gradwohl, the proceeds of the auction sale
that commenced on April 29 and 30, 1960, covered the outstanding
SBA loan and auxiliary creditors. One person acting on behalf of a
Joint Venture purchased all five parcels. The final sale price
amounted to about 30% of the appraised value and was not

finalized until the end of 1960. While the sale price covered the outstanding SBA loan, it did not
provide additional capital to the benefit of Violet Gradwohl. She did, however, retain the molds for
several TL products. In her book, Peggy Casper devotes a complete chapter to this sad ending of the
independent Apple Valley Terri Lee corporations which is well worth re-reading.

Accessory Book

LA Era



After all of this there was a short lull in hyper-activity for Terri Lee production. But, like a Phoenix bird,
we know Terri Lee did rise from the ashes once again. Early in 1961, Vi contracted with Magna
Enterprises, Inc., to sell the dolls. This association was short lived. So far, no Magna box or label has
turned up. Please let me know if you have one!

Within a few months in the August heat of a Los Angeles summer of 1961, Vi had the molds delivered
to Fischer Plastics. There were seven molds in all: for Terri Lee, Connie Lynn, Tiny Terri, sunglasses,
clothes hanger and two sets of eye molds (one for Connie Lynn, the other for Tiny Terri). Once again
Vi could begin producing dolls and shipping them to the many “little-mothers” awaiting their delivery.

Mar-Fan Inc. was owned by a Dr. Albert Ridley who, by the way, held title to the subsidiary company,
Fischer Plastics. Now, we do find label that says “Mar-Fan”. But wait! Mar-Fan does not stay in the
picture for very long. Within 18 months, at the end of 1962, ownership of Mar-Fan transfers from Dr.
Ridley to a Mr. Murray Sands and the company becomes I&S Industries. Labels are then changed to
read I&S Industries. This is the most common Los Angeles Era label. Have you been able to keep up
with all of this? It becomes difficult to sort through since so many changes occurred within a short 2-
year time period. Pat Rather has written several articles about the LA Era: 2006 Jan issue and in 2002
the Los Angeles Bus Ride...both are worth reading again.

Vi's interaction with Magna, Mar-Fan and I&S Industries may not have really been in her best interest
over the long haul as these three companies were in constant dispute. Vi was pulled into their web
because of where her Terri Lee molds resided. The disputes, lawsuits and counter-suits between the
named three companies, plus one other additional entity, were in regard to unpaid promissory notes,
determining true ownership and alleging a co-conspiracy to defraud. Vi was naturally distraught to say
the least. All that she wanted was to continue producing and selling her dolls.

But, Vi was an aggressive and tenacious business person. Her doll company was her life and she was

going to push through whatever roadblocks were put in her way in order to continue delivering dolls.

After the Apple Valley sale there followed four years of continuous upheaval and involvement in the

courts. In the many court documents obtained by Peggy Casper, which are now in my possession, it is

stated that since August of 1961 the seven different molds, as mentioned above, were in the hands of

Fischer Plastics Inc., a sub-corporation of Mar-Fan, Inc. Because of the many court battles between the
three companies, Magna, Mar-Fan and I&S, it was not until 1965 that
Vi regained personal possession of the molds. This is when we
assume that she put aside her ambitions for continued production of
Terri Lee. The molds were placed in storage and stayed there until
the next chapter of litigation began when Terri Lee Associates was
formed in 1997.

Along with all the lawsuits mentioned above we have the additional
entity that entered the picture. The business address of 1708
Standard St, Glendale CA. which was the address for Mar-Fan and
Fischer Plastic was also the address of Hollywood Doll Manufacturing
Company from 1941 — 1956.

Accessory Book LA Era



California > Glendale > 1948 > Glendale, California, ity Directory, 1948

Evidently, this doll company is reported to have

supplied more dolls to the marketplace than e ™ s o
, _— Ippolito Do (Theresa) (Hollywood Doll Mfg Co) | “ Gert

any other doll manufacturer during their time. P L e LIARaR iRl DR N g
- . . . “ John A r1861 Cleveland rd “ Howe

Perhaps this is why Vi opted to do business with Irbv Clifford (Lucv 1) pass agt SPRv r1332 Barrington wav Mo

Mar-Fan as they held the reputation of being in the same location as Hollywood Doll Co. Owners of the
Hollywood Doll Co. were Theresa and Domenic Ippolito. Apparently, when the Ippolito’s closed the
business, they sold the doll manufacturing tools from Hollywood Doll Company to Dr. Ridley and held a
promissory note regarding that sale. Dr. Ridley then went into default. In 1961 they brought suit for
payment against Dr. Ridley and in 1963 won a judgement for the real and personal property located at
1708 Standard St. Glendale, CA. Their suit was just one more layer of complications in the history of
Terri Lee. My research thus far has not been able to determine at what time after 1965 they sold the
property or if the Ippolito’s returned to the doll industry. So, | will close my story of Magna, Mar-Fan
and I&S at this point. | am certain there is more to the story which requires additional research.

So, let’s recap: In 1960 the Apple Valley properties are sold and close escrow at the end of the same
year. Early in 1961 Magna is the sales agent for Terri Lee. (although there is no proof of this so far in
the form of a label) In August of 1961 Fischer Plastics Inc. (a sub-company of Mar-Fan) has possession
of the “molds” and is now manufacturing the dolls for the Connie Lynn Mfg. Co. and using the Mar-Fan

label. During 1962 Mar Fan is soId and becomes I&S Industries. In 1963 the Ippolito’s file suit against

Dr. Ridley of Mar-Fan and win a judgement. I&S Industries continue
to sell Terri Lee Dolls. By 1965 the Terri Lee molds go into storage.

| don’t know how Vi kept her sanity! She fought long and hard to
produce a premium product with a quality wardrobe. In the final
years, her life became even more complicated as she became
involved in many legal entanglements. As avid collectors, we will be
searching for more of the story.

*HOLLYWOOD DOLLS % | *HOLLYWOOD DOLLS x
COLLECT THEM . . AN ENTIRE SERIES AT A TIME l COLLECT THEM . . AN ENTIRE SERIES AT A TIME
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Magna, Mar-Fan-&1+&S Part 2

By Glenda Kitto
Yes, there are more questions and more to the story...
Why was Magna Enterprises, Inc. involved for only a four short months?

In research done after | wrote Part 1 of this article, | located a classified ad in the database of
Newspapers.com placed by Magna for sales reps to take over a variety of territories representing the
Terri Lee Doll. OH Boy! Now, we have some interesting information upon which a hypothesis can be
established.

Pat Rather and | have been putting together known facts and developing some reasonable theories:
Why do we see other dolls dressed in TL clothes during the years 1959-1960? Actually, this fits with
the Magna time period and could be what filled the gap until the molds were put back into production.
It could be that no Magna label exists if it was only a sales rep company. Vi may not have been able to
use the TL Doll company names because they were tied up in the court case which involved the
defaulted Small Business Association loan. She would have needed to create a new legal name. This
would also explain why she used the Connie Lynn Mfg. name when she began the association with
Mar-Fan.

It is my belief that after the fire and sale of the Apple Valley properties, Vi was left with the seven (7)
Terri Lee molds and some TL clothing. She had no remaining active doll business. She did not have a
location for manufacturing, but she did have patterns and clothing that may have been held aside or
been in transit from Lincoln to Apple Valley where the dolls were dressed. She received no proceeds
from the auction. She needed income!

Perhaps, this is why she contracted with Magna. Magna was on a commission-only sales contract. Vi
had no excess TL dolls, but she did seem to have TL clothing. The advertising supports this theory.
Between July 1959

ey
{

| Macy's toys, mpper love
| = SIS MACY'S HILISDALE, SAN MATEO, FIRESIDE 1-1311; OPEN MONDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY, 9:30 TO 9:30; OTHIR DAYS, 9:30 TO 5:30

_— S — : — _
l ) ! , ’ t through Nov. 1960, we
' SpﬁClal- ! D Sk | see advertisements in
1| newspapers that
dolls i in Terri
, : reference “dolls in Terri
. Lee clothing.” If you
in
recall, the Apple Valley
. i1
famo“s ’ auction was April 1959
‘ and did not finalize until
Terr- | Dec 1959. All of the doll
| 'fabulous buys for your fashion-conscious littlé girls . . . dolls stores across the Country
L in made-to-be-raved-over clothes by famous Terri Lec
€e e ot were without a shipment
fﬂShionS v v o ot 3 .99 m€:€:§§;“k%, 5 .99 from Terri Lee for quite
Costurses not seld separately) cilCh de luxo costumes, 699, eaCh some tlme .

1959 Oct Special Dolls in TL clothing
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As a result, dealers were selling from on-hand inventory. One letter to Vi from a loyal dealer anxiously
awaiting news of the upcoming Terri Lee situation, states that due to the lack of Terri Lee sponsored
advertising, sales had fallen substantially with only three (3) Terri’s having been sold during the holiday

season.

Knowing that the doll market needed continued awareness of Terri Lee Dolls, Vi did the only thing she
could. She authorized other dolls to be dressed in Terri Lee clothing. All of the advertising between
mid-1959 until the association with Mar-Fan supports this. Vi was strapped for business capital and
with her savvy; she created a new outlet for sales until she could go once again in manufacturing.

TERRI LEE

These are the cutest little dolls| imaginable. 11"
tall, soft vinyl skin and dressed in som Eﬂ%ﬂu clev-
o

erest costumes, Rooted hair! This is a that will
make any little girl happy. Will stand out sup-

porh,

See them today at Skaggs . .....

1959 July Arizona Republic

We have never discovered a price list or a box label with
the Magna name. The only visual reference to Magna
Enterprises is with their name on a Terri Lee Hospital
Insurance Plan found on the back cover of the 1960 Terri
Lee Magazine with the Days of the Week child and doll on
the cover.

1959 Dec Press
Telegram, CA

Accessory Book

All of these rooted haired dollies have,
depending upon size, either big or tiny
Terri clothing.

v'Heart Fund
v'Ballerina

v/ Skater

v’ Majorette

v Engineer

v Clown PJ’s

v Farmerette
v'Jeans and shirt
v/Skirt and blouse
v'Redingote
v'Bride

v Formal

1959 Dec Truckee, CA

LA Era



At the Salt Lake City
2008 Convention, Sue
Nast made a
presentation about
these other dolls. She
brought several
examples, most of
which were purchased
in the red stripped
Tiny Terri boxes. |
recall that prior to this
presentation if | found
a Littlest Angel doll in
a Terri Lee outfit, |
would undress the doll
in the antique store,
walk out with the
outfit only and deposit
the doll in the trash.

Oh my, the things we learn with more research and knowledge!

What we don’t know is whether any
of this advertising can be attributed
to Magna or whether all of it was
from Vi. One can find out the answer
to one question and all it does is
create more questions! We do know
that after the AV fire, Vi made many
trips into the courtroom. She tried
her best to resurrect Terri Lee and
Magna was one step toward that
path.

We are quite certain there is more to

the story... and we, as collectors, intend to
continue the search for more information!

. FROM OUR TOY ANNEX next door north on Ist St.

SPECIAL VALUE!

DOLLS

& IN TERRI-LEE
DRESSES

$ 499 |

reg. 5.95 and 699

Adorable vinyl dolls with
rooted hair, flicting eyes,
A .

wmuml novelty fashions.

Shown Is just one from)
many,

UNBREAKABLE POLYETHYLENE
FUN BOWLING SET

ol 198 2.19

Fun for the entire family! Will not make noise or
mar furniturel Includes ten 11" white ping and
two black balls in poly bag.

Kerricks Toyland Anaex, next door North on 144 S

o

o

1960 Nov Arizona Republic — Rooted Hair

Let us know what you think about the Magna hypothesis. Thank you!

Accessory Book

LA Era



Back to Basics!

By Glenda Kitto

A basic dress that can be dressed up or simply made for play...This is what started it all!

Most often we define the dress with delicate lace trim on Cotton, Organdy or Taffeta. The lace really
works!

On the front of “Fashionable Terri Lee” by Peggy Casper is presented the standard dress in Organdy. In
fact, this is the dress our doll Terri Lee wore upon her debut at the renowned 1946 Toy Fair, held in
New York and her first advertisement in the 1946 Montgomery Wards catalog. This IS the dress in
discussion.

From % yard of fabric, a small piece of bias tape for neckline, two snaps, matching thread, 1 yard of
lace and a small piece of 1/8%" inch elastic one could make the majority of Terri’s wardrobe. Changing
up the lace for eyelet or ribbon, an inset yolk on the bodice or contrasting material this simple
combination of fabric and notions created an ever changing look to Terri’s fabulous wardrobe.

Fashion Wardrobe Dresses — Party - Play



Pricing for these universally styled dresses obviously varied based upon the fabric used.

Terri dressed in ass’t dresses of organdy, taffeta,
dotted Swiss or gingham, val lace and satin sash
trim in ass’t colors priced at $15.00 ea.

Terri in a long gown in
the same universally
styled dress with
bonnet, pantaloons
and full petticoat
trimmed in eyelet in
ass’t colors priced at
$20.00 ea.

Individual garments
-Dresses ass’t $2.00 ea.

-Taffeta formal excluding pantaloons and slip
$4.00 ea.

Fashion Wardrobe
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The Basic dress has been patterned often:
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It doesn’t matter which Fashion catalog you are browsing; this basic style is used repeatedly. What is
important is that you dress your dolls in the appropriate tagged dress with the correct year doll.

Composition = Loopy Tag 1946 — early 1950
Painted Plastics = Printed Tag — late 1950 — 1955 (sometimes Loopy)

Hard Plastic = Embroidered Tag — Mid '55 — 1962

Play dresses had no matching panties
Party dresses generally did not have matching panties

It’s difficult to make a hard and true rule about which dresses came with matching panties. The 1954
and 1956 catalogs list Play, Twin Sets & Town dresses with matching panties. Matching panties are not
mentioned with School Dresses. School dresses generally were worn with Can-Can panties. Unless |
missed something the 1950 catalog makes no mention of matching panties; yet we have found some
dresses of the early era with matching panties. It’s all so confusing.

The 1951 Playtime dress in plaid. A favorite with the 1/8” val lace trim on bodice, neckline and sleeve
edging and ribbon waist band. If you recall from prior articles every skirt is attached in pleats not
gathered at the waist.
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The 1951 Party dress which can be in Damari dimity, gingham, powder puff muslin in an array of pastel
colors:
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The 1952 catalog:

Whether it be Play Time or Party Time the pattern is the
same. The standard basic dress. Simple, smart and universally decorative. It’s the best!

Photos courtesy of Sandra Dorsey, Nancy Janzen and Glenda Kitto.
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