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HI EVERYBODY!  

  

Having fun yet?!  Not yet? Then just wait!!   

 

Well, in the meantime, let’s turn our minds to Terri Lee and Little Lady.  Remember my article 

on Eva Heller??  You don’t!  Then see Volume 27, Issue 3, 2017 of The Daisy Chain.  The TL Co. wanted 

a hair care kit; LL Toiletries wanted an up-scale doll dressed identically to Eva Heller’s LL logo.  

 Eva Heller’s powerful Little Lady logo, 

created for the company in the 

mid-1940s, carried the company 

forward, ahead of the pack and 

into the 1950s with their 

unforgettable image of the little 

southern belle.   

 

However, by the late 1950s, Arnold Perlman, 

President of Helene Pessl, Inc., must have felt the 

need to modernize.  In 1957, Perlman chose another 

New York émigré artist, August Albo, to create four 

new Little Lady lithographs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Perlman used the lithographs in an “Exciting Gift Offer.” 

For one dollar--a “$2.50 value”—the recipient received four 

“Decorator Prints,” three packets of bubble bath, one 

miniature LL Toilet Water and a hand painted Castile Soap Doll.  

They arrived in a sturdy box with the lithographs (not shown) in 

a transparent envelope and the toiletries in a recessed area 

below. This gift box still had the bubble bath and doll, but no 

perfume or lip gloss. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Albo’s lithographs inspired another original idea in the brain of the very creative Mr. Perlman, 

no doubt: a line of Little Lady fabric.  I’ve seen two kinds of fabric, cotton and a something thicker they 

called “Sailcloth.”  I’ve never seen an advertisement for these.  Have you?? Let us know!   

from chattipatty and Princess Tinkle 

 

 

 

More about the Little 

Lady fabric and its uses 

in our next issue. 

 



 

 

 

THE MYSTERIOUS 
AUGUST ALBO 

And 
Little Lady Toiletries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Albo (11 September 1893 Suurupi, Harju County – 13 December 1963 New 
York City, USA) was an Estonian artist who studied at the Russian Royal Academy of Art but 
lived most of his life in New York City. The actual date of his death is unknown, most sources 
saying 1963 (which is most likely correct), although some individuals claim that they 
commissioned him to do portraits well into the 1980s.The details of his life are obscure, with no 
sure sources, but most seem to agree that he painted for the Czar in Moscow before the 
Russian Revolution. As a young man, he was also said to have been a ballet dancer (which 
may account for some of his most known work being of ballerinas), and a professional violinist. 
During the beginning of his painting career, he focused on abstract art. However, through 
appreciation for works from the old school of painting, he started painting with more realism. 
He was a very versatile artist, and could paint any given subject with incredible detail.  

It's unknown how August Albo and Arnold Perlman met, but it could have been through 
the ballet, a common interest and also one for Perlman’s family. Do you know?  Let us know! 

 





Terri Tales 
By Glenda Kitto 
 

During this pandemic I have 3-times become the benefactor of adult “little mothers” purging 
closets and boxes that had been put away a long time ago. Each time these “little mothers” found me 
from their internet searches and found terrilee.net.   Liking what they saw they determined that their 
childhood doll clothes should find their way into my hands.  

Good fortune came to me.  A pair of great loopy tagged yellow shirts, one for Terri another for 
Jerri.  The other two collections all contained good clothing, duplicates and just require a little bit of 
refresh.  Fortunately nothing needed to be washed.  Just good lightly played with clothing and will soon 
be for sale on terrilee.net. 

 
We have all been doing drawer and closet 

cleansing these past few months with thrift or 
auxiliaries’ being our benefactors.  Some items 
are waiting for a time when we can hold a garage 
sale once again.  We are a generation that was 
taught by those who experienced the Great 

Depression and World Wars.  We were taught that items could be reused.  We were taught to recycle 
or make attempts to pass on items that were perfectly good.  I have also been making good use of this 
time to update my What Shall I Wear Today book with copies from past Daisy Chain articles on Outfits.  
My Accessory Book has also seen additional articles copied and inserted into the appropriate chapters.  
My Terri Lee reference library continues to grow. 

Wish I could visit with all of you face to face.   I am missing my Terri friends.  





TipTop  Accessory Book 

Tip Top Collection    

by  Wanda Houck 
  

The Tip Top Products Company headquartered in Omaha, Nebraska, was the leading 
manufacturer in the hair care products industry.  According to my 1959 Tip Top catalog, they 
had factories in Mexico, Canada, and Venezuela, and warehouses in New York and Los Angeles. 
  
Items included bobby pins, aluminum curlers, rubber curlers, wave clips, headbands, combs, and 
those prickly brush rollers !   Tip Top's initial connection with the Terri Lee Company, aside from 
both companies already being located in Southeast Nebraska, was that they molded the Terri Lee 
doll bodies.  Soon came the Terri Lee Hairdress kit components - comb/brush, pink rubber curlers, 
and barrettes.  Their vast array of adorable colorful plastic hair barrettes for little girls is what 
drew me in, and they are the focus of my collection. 

  
  
#1   Barrettes on cards, hanging on 
the metal merchandiser rack 
  

#2   Metal merchandiser rack,  19" high 12" wide, for 
displaying barrettes on the store counter top 
 
  
 

 
 

#3   Plastic carry cases with pairs of 
barrettes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TipTop  Accessory Book 

Tip Top Catalog 1959 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Delicate plastic cases filled with barrettes 
 
The many styles of barrettes sold on board 
 
Back cover of the 1959 catalog presents 
the Revolving Floor Unit. 
 
 
 



TipTop  Accessory Book 

 
 
 
 
  
#8   Doll  curlers on cards,  tiny 
pink ones, some had blue.  We all 
know these were for Terri Lee 
because that's  her picture on 
them !  Also shown here are 
plastic cases with pairs of barrettes 
and a white kitten purse and daisy 
barrettes. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

#9   Little Miss Dress Up Kit with purse, curlers, comb, and barrettes, a deluxe Tip Top product 
for 59 cents ! 
       I hope to find a yellow set some day! 
  
 



TipTop  Accessory Book 

 

 
#10  Sunglasses for Little Mother 
plus a comb and barrettes - note 
the daisy in each corner. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#11  Unusual card (and kind of 
scarey!) holding red sunglasses 
for Little Mother.  Again there is 
a daisy in each corner (same 
mold different color) and daisy 
barrettes - for 29 cents ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TipTop  Accessory Book 

 
 
#12  Blue plastic Kitten Purse - for  
Little Mother 

 
#13  Inside the purse is a pair of blue daisy barrettes 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
#14  One of the Hairdress 
Kits -  The two different bow 
barrettes were the ones 
used in the kits most often, 
but possibly the butterflies 
were used too. 
 
 



TipTop  Accessory Book 

  
#15  Here I show another 
kit and in front a few 
barrettes obviously for 
Little Mother, as they are 
larger in comparison to the 
two sizes of bow barrettes 
shown with them. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
#16  The butterflies were the same size as the bows, so I wonder if Vi Gradwohl  had the little 
bows provided exclusively for the hairdress kits, because I studied the catalog pictures intently, 
and nowhere did I see any of the little bows. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TipTop  Accessory Book 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#17  Kitties and Doggies , and the 
kitten purse and barrettes on card (10 
cents and 29 cents !) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
#18  Plastic cat banks by Tip Top.  I 
discovered only 2 or 3 years ago that 
these existed.  They are marked Tip 
Top made in USA on the bottom.  The 
faces are very similar to the faces on 
the kitten barrettes. I hope to find a 
blue one next ! 

 

 



The Stay-At-Home orders give a bonus! 

Up-Swept Hair 
By Glenda Kitto 

 

Why would an experienced Terri Lee collector 

even look at this doll a second time?  The 

gown is OK but the doll needs a complete hair 

make-over.  The hair is straight and could have 

been cut.   HOWEVER, there was a mystery 

about this doll that I am certain most everyone 

overlooked.  

What I saw was a clean doll with a shine to her 

hair.  My first clue on why I needed to look a 

second time at her was the outfit, a Queens 

formal.  Dolls with special hair styles were 

most often sold on dolls in formals. 

The second clue:  what were those curls 

hanging around her ears? 

These curls captured my attention, now 

I wanted to see more.  As I viewed the 

eBay auction, the photos were not 

especially good.  Most were of the 

gown with only two of the hair.  The 

hair was what 

I wanted to 

see.   

 

 

  

 

The back of the hair is what made me place a 

bid.  I was hoping that by the way the hair 

appeared to be pulled back it could either 

have been cut OR it was meant to be pulled 

back. The price was low enough giving me the 

incentive to bid.  What did I have to loose.  

Game-On! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nap of neck of an up-swept hair 

 

 

Below a traditional TL neckline 

 

The doll had not been played with.  It most likely 

had been placed in a cabinet for display and over 

time the Up-swept curls fell.  They are not the 

best at keeping a tight curl like the traditional 

style.  Fortunately because the hair retained a 

shine it did not need to be washed which would 

have destroyed the special glue required of an 

Up-Swept hair-do.  All she needed is to have curls 

placed back into her hair.   

[Type a quote from the document or the 

summary of an interesting point. You 

can position the text box anywhere in 

the document. Use the Drawing Tools 

tab to change the formatting of the pull 

quote text box.] 

Within a few days of auction end the doll was at my door step.  Yep, she was a diamond in the 

rough! 

My examination proved that the hair was indeed glued differently than the traditional Terri’s hair.  

The hair was glued to the face from the temple to the ears.  Those curls at the ears were the spit 

curls appropriate for an Up-Swept hair-do.   

 

At the nape of the neck the hair is glued towards the base of the neck so hair can be pulled up.   



Now for the curl…    

Because my collection already held a mint up-swept hair I could duplicate how the curls should be set. 

Bangs are same as for a traditional Terri.  The side curls at the ear would need clippies.  Using the long Tip-Top 

metal curlers in a perpendicular mode the curls closet to the ears are set towards the ears.  So basically it is 

three curlers to the left and three curlers to the right.   I rolled the dry hair and just finger dampened each curl.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I think this was a good gamble. My vision of 

what she could be was true.   Terri is once 

again a doll of beauty! 

She is now PERFECT! 



TWO PIECE OUTFITS 
                                                                                              

Terry Bukowski 

Two piece outfits 
were very popular 
and Terri had 
several. In 1956 
both Terri and Tiny 
Terri share this 
outfit, which was 
featured in the 1956 
Fashion Parade and 
the November 1956 
Monthly Magazine. 

The skirt is made of 
felt and is cut in a full circle with a sewn on waist band.  Not much 
sewing to complete a skirt.   Only Navy blue and red have been found.   
Appliqued flowers complete the design.  Terri’s skirt has two flowers 
while Tiny Terri’s skirt only has one.  The flowers are light blue or pink 
with green leaves. The flower applique has been found in several color 
combinations, two blue flowers, two pink flowers or a blue and pink 
flower combination.  A tiny brass brad secures the flower. 

The sheer blouse is a crisp organdy with lace running down the front, 
neck, and sleeves.  This blouse is also used in the toreador and the 
velveteen snow suit for both Terri and Tiny Terri Lee. 

Terri in the felt skirt outfit cost was $13.95 and the outfit alone was 
$2.50.  Both cost more than other separates listed on the same Factory 
Price list page of 1956.  This was also the case with Tiny Terri Lee as 
her outfit was in the top range of other outfits during the same time, 



costing $5.98 and the outfit alone $2.19.  Could it be attributed to the 
cost of felt? 

While the 1956 Fashion Parade shows white oil cloth shoes completing 
the outfit, my Terri’s chose to wear their oxfords which was so popular 
in the 50’s.  

 

 
 

 

1956 Tiny Terri Lee 
Fashion Parade 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                            Accessory Book – Shoes 
    

Tiny Terri Lee Cowboy/Cowgirl Boots 
By Terry Bukowski 

The 1956 Tiny Terri Lee Fashion parade has available for 
purchase #3185 Tiny Terri in Cowgirl Costume for $7.49.  The 
outfit alone sold for $3.98.  The higher price is due to the 
wonderful leather used in the outfit.  This special outfit needed 
a special boot that would only be used for the cowboy / girl 
outfits.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As seen in the close-up the boots are made of a flocked material and come in white or red. 



The boots were also sold 
separately #3819 and cost $.29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The dolls below are from the collection of Dennis Ross.  You can see Jerri’s Cowboy outfit 
consists of his jeans with either the blue or red and white shirt and has the leather jacket 
like Tiny Terri’s.  Jerri in his cowboy outfit also has on the flocked cowboy boots. 



The Terri Lee Information Library 
By Kitto & Bukowski 

It goes without saying that we need to keep busy and as Covid-19 has kept us home, it 
gives us time for additional organization of Terri Lee.  This just may be one of those busy 
projects that will keep you occupied.   

The Accessory Book contains research about Terri Lee.  It is our Wikipedia of 
information about Terri Lee.  The Accessory Book first edition distributed in 1997 
contained just 28 index tabs.  I now have 60+ tabs and most likely should have more than 
that.  It began with all the extras (non-clothing) that the Terri Lee Doll Company created 
for us Little Mothers.  For more than 30 years we have gathered information which we 
have passed on to you our collector base in the form of the Daisy Chain Newsletter and 
Conventions.  The Daisy Chain Newsletter with its annual update “Index” of articles; 
“What Shall I Wear Today” (WSIWT) by Mary Weaver and “The Accessory Book: 
presented by Terry Bukowski and Patricia Rather are the foundation of our research.    
Topics overlap and the many unique research articles gathered can be contained for easy 
research if organized.   

My index of the Accessory book just keeps growing as we continue to gather detailed 
research.  Special convention research projects or Daisy Chain Newsletter articles have 
all found their way into my ACCESSORY BOOK.  I keep articles about clothing in 
WSIWT and other non-fabric clothing articles go into my ACCESSORY BOOK.   

It is because of this massive amount of information that I decided the original 
ACCESSORY BOOK had grown too large and needs to be split into three Volumes of 
information.   

Volume I ~ The Accessory Book 

Volume II ~ Dolls  

Volume III ~ What Shall I Wear Today 
 (This volume is now enhanced by all the clothing articles)   
 

For each Volume we provide an index for you to embrace and make your own or use as 
presented.  For the main tabs 1 – 31 - I used Avery 11129 and for the alphabet dividers I 
used either Avery 11387 (5 tabs) or Avery 11388 (8 tabs). 
 
The December 2020 issue of the Daisy Chain will have a new index for the Dolls section 
and February 2021 will have a new expanded index for What Shall I Wear Today.   
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Little Mother Sews Rumba Panties for Tiny Terri Lee  

            By Mary M. Hayden 

Little things have a way of getting lost, don’t they? 

 

This is so true of Tiny Terri Lee Panties.  So here is a 

quick little pattern to make Tiny Terri Lee very happy.  

Enjoy 

 

Materials: 

¼ yard fabric  

¼ yard of lace trim 

1 yard of ¼” elastic 

Small decoration, flower or ribbon 

Thread 

 

Instructions:   Sew all seams ¼” 
 

1.  Gather lace and sew on panties back where indicated by 

dotted line. 

2. Add a small flower or ribbon for decoration.  

3. With right sides together sew front to back at side seams. 

4. Turn under leg openings(bottom) along dashed lines. 

5. Stretch and stitch elastic to leg openings 

6. Turn under waist (top) edge and stretch and sew on 

elastic. 

7. With right sides together sew panties crotch. 

Tiny Terri Lee 
Rumba Panties 

 

 

 

BACK 

Cut one on fold 

F
O

L
D

 

F
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L
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Tiny Terri Lee 
Rumba Panties 

 

FRONT 

Cut one on fold 

 



Jerri’s Fun Page 
By Dennis Ross 

 

 

1.  Which state has the 

smallest pop cans? 

 

2. How can you tell when a 

vampire is sick? 

 

3. What do skeletons say 

before they begin dining? 

 

4. What room are ghosts 

afraid of? 

 

5. What do Japanese restaurants serve on Halloween? 

 

6. Why did the banana go out with the prune? 

 

Mini-soda! 

You can hear it coffin! 

Bone appetite! 

The living room! 

Spook Yaki! 

Because he couldn’t find a date! 
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