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Hi Everybody!

2018!1!!
It’s Spring at last!
Flowers are bursting
out; the fruit trees
are in bloom...

BUT, there’s still time to go to Hawaii!! That’s what Sandy Dorsey and her Terri Lees have been up to. They
have been collecting hula outfits. Sandy has a new article on the outfits in this issue. Over the years the Daisy

What else?? Well Glenda Kitto has a new-to-us
article on Terri Lee history. Terry Bukowski
continues to explore the dolls’ sport and play
clothes. So, get out your coffee cup, pull up a
chair and enjoy the latest issue of the Daisy Chain!

In the meantime, let’s pause and remember:
longtime Terri Lee collector from Terri Lee’s home
state of Nebraska, Connie Frank of Scottsbluff,

Chain has done full coverage on those Hawaiian costumes. Sandy tells
me to look them up: 1) In 2000, Pat Rather & Jacque Schwegman vol.
10, issue 2; 2) In 2008, Sandy Dorsey, vol. 18, issue 2; 3) In 2008,
Dennis Ross, vol. 18, issue 3; 4) In 2014, Sandy Dorsey, vol. 24, issue
??; and 5) Sandy’s latest in this issue. Remember to read the August
1953 T.L. monthly magazine! It proves conclusively that Terri Lee
herself was in Hawaii in August of 1953, and so was Pat Rather!
There’s a photo of Pat in her hula costume below, but her Terri was
too shy to appear. On the other hand, Terri Lee collector, Leslie
Robinson and her husband, Ted, have gone north...left Omaha and
moved back to St. Joseph, Michigan. Don’t you guys miss
California???

Last fall while the wild fire was racing through Sonoma County, |
spotted an interesting piece of Terri Lee advertising in “the great-
garage-sale—in-the-sky”! It's a Terri Lee Inc. Retail Sales Brochure
from 1947. | had never seen this item before. Read the article and
enjoy! If you want, you will be able to print out larger copies of the
photographs from the Daisy Chain website.

Jerd Jdee Onc.

ORIGINATORS OF

Nebraska, passed away. We send our sympathies A NIV BRA N DOLLS

to her family. Also, Donna Gudaitis’ husband
passed away suddenly in Pleasanton, California.

Thinking of you, Donna.

Take care, everybody! See Ya next time!! chatti




Aloha Again
by Sandy Dorsey

Hula costumes have become
my passion and there seems to
be no shortage of examples.
This is the third article about
these cuties. Will wonders
never cease. In the last article
| showed an unusual Hula
costume with a flowered bra
and solid blue polished cotton
shorts. Now | have found an
example with both bra and
shorts made of flowered fabric
like that used in the redingote
and playpen pad.

Both of these outfits are made with
a lot of time and effort. The bras
are finished with bias tape and tied
with a ribbon. The shorts have
several pieces and fasten with a
snap on each side of the waist.
Another new find is the use of
fabric normally seen in the sarong
outfit. This is the turquoise and
gold flowered fabric which | had
only seen on the sarong and here
it is in a Hula Costume. This bra
does not have bias edging but the
shorts are several pieces and snap
at the waist. It is tagged in the
shorts.



Most recently | have discovered a very different fabric that even Wanda
has not seen. And then it came up in two different colors but the same
pattern. On the right is a deep navy blue cotton with gold pattern on the
surface. | would almost call

this Marfan style fabric. The
construction of the bra is one
piece with a small elastic band
in the center. The tag is in
the bra. The shorts are just 2
pieces with no snaps and
elastic in the waist. This is a
very simple costume obviously
created to save money. The
one on the right | found on
eBay and the one on the left
came from Sherry Ferguson
through a friend. Both came
with raffia grass skirts and leis.

The Hula costume was introduced
in the August 1953 Monthly booklet
for $3.95. In the 1954 and 1956
Fashion Parades it was offered for
$2.95. Was that when the
construction changed? If you have
something else made in this
metallic fabric please send me a
photo!




Walking the Red Garpet

by Dennis Ross

On a recent rainy day, the dolls in the Apple Valley doll nursery were
bored with board games so Terri came up with something she had always
enjoyed preceding the Academy Award presentations on television -
celebrities walking down the red carpet showing off their couture creations!

The dolls all agreed this would be a fun activity and they all rushed to
line up. First to come out was Linda Baby in her white diaper trimmed with
white Val lace. “And WHO are you wearing?” asked Beniji, who was acting
as narrator. “My inside white tag with pink lettering is printed with the Terri
Lee name,” said Little Linda Baby. “Great!” claimed Beniji as he motioned
Linda Baby to move right along. “Next we have Jerri Lee dressed in his
navy slacks, white rayon shirt which looks like designer silk, and a sharp
white wool jacket with spiffy white satin lapels! “Who are you wearing?”
Beniji inquired. “Oh, Terri Lee of course,” replied a snooty (not snotty) Jerri
Lee as he turned around for his audience to view all sides of his attire.

Next came Patty Jo and all eyes were amazed at how beautiful this
doll looked. “And who was your gown designer?” asked Beniji. “Oh, Terri
Lee, but you know this is my original pink formal with a scattering of holiday
bell shaped sequins that I've always been dressed in.”

Patty Jo said, “You see I've only had one original owner who never
played with me but just enjoyed me on a shelf in a locked cabinet. | stood
there for many, many decades just smiling out to viewers as | held my
original artificial daisy around my left wrist. To be very truthful, I'm so
pleased to now be living here at the Apple Valley doll nursery.” “Well, thank
you. Folks, that about wraps it up here at the Red Carpet Fashion Parade.
Thanks for tuning in and please join us next year!” Benji announced in his
most grown up voice. Terri clapped and said it was better than watching the
real thingon TV.



Play Dress & Play Suit Part 3

By Terr1 Bukowski

The third and last article on the basic play dress
and play suit has some updated fabrics. As seen
in the July 1954 Monthly Magazine Jerri Lee no
longer has the play suit but in an outfit called a
sport suit. Terri Lee’s dress is longer called a
play dress but a sport dress. Both could be
purchased for $1.95. Other fabrics were also
used. The butterfly sports outfit can also be seen
in the 1954 Fashion Parade. The outfit came in
red and white and blue and white. The next
sport
dress has
dotted
fabric.
Like the
butterfly dress this outfit comes in blue

and white and red and white.



Play Dress & Play Suit Part 3

The last play/sport dress is the sailor print
dress. Tiny Terri Lee can be seen in the 1955
Tiny Terri Fashion Parade. Jerri Lee has a
matching shirt with long pants. Again the
fabric colors are navy or red. The tiny’s have
the same fabric with the reversal of fabric
used, I have not seen it for big Terri. Jerri Lee
does have the sailor print shirt with solid
pants.

The following dresses while still the

play/sport dress has a new feature added

the sleeves are sewn so they have to be

turned so the outfit now have cuffs.

Jerri Lee still has he play suit. Instead of navy and red colors the fabric is
back to pastels.



Play Dress & Play Suit Part 3

The last example of the play dress & play
suit are the four to the right. Terri Lee,
Tiny Terri Lee and Tiny Jerri Lee all have
sleeves that sewn so that they go down,
while Jerri Lee’s sleeve is like the ones
above and fold over.

The last play/sports dress |
have with the turned up
sleeve is the checked fabric
dresses. I only have the two
below colors. Are there
more? I’m sure there is. As
we have seen above with the
navy dress there was a red
version.



Terri Helps Out Cinderella

by Dennis Ross

One of Terri Lee’s most favorite times at school was when they had their
square dance lessons. And today was one of them. Terri had worn one of her
favorite square dance dresses to class. She had many to choose from: floral
prints of many colors, gingham checks, again, of many colors, but one stood out
to her as a particular favorite - The pink diagonal lattice print with pink ribbons
on each side of the waistline and beautiful Val lace bestowed upon the bodice.

All the other girl dolls at the Apple Valley elementary school awaited to see
what new frock Terri would wear each week to the square dance lessons. Today
they had crowded around her exclaiming she was the best dressed doll in the
world, but we already knew that, didn’t we dear reader?

She shook her lustrous curls and thanked them for their kind words, for
Terri had been taught to never boast or brag and to treat everyone kindly and
fairly. The dance lesson went well. Jerri, her brother, danced with her as well as
other boy dolls in her class and everyone had a delightful time even when Jerri
and some of the other class clowns began acting up during the “dosey-dough”
part. They pretended to be kneading bread dough which they all thought was
hilariously clever. Terri just shook her head in disapproval of her brother’s silly
antics.

Their teacher swiftly got the young gentlemen dolls back into an orderly
formation and proceeded with the square dance instructions.

Now Terri was back in the nursery playing with Linda Baby. Linda, just like
the girls in Terri’s class, also thought Terri’s pink print dress was pretty as she
touched the lace and cooed. Terri hugged her baby sister and saw that Linda
was getting sleepy. She rocked the baby gently and the motion was so calming
that they both fell asleep. It seemed only an instant of time had passed when
Terri was awakened by a lustrous light and a tingling sound that was easily
recognizable! Princes Tinkle was before them ready to whisk the two dolls off to
Fairy Tale Land. Princess Tinkle, with a wave of her magical wand, bestowed the
gift of flight to the two dolls who were now fully awake. The three arose and
were soaring through the sky in no time. Linda, who hadn’t flown with Princess
Tinkle before, especially was loving the new experience. Down below was a
majestic castle which Princess Tinkle said was their destination. Instantly they
were in a very small attic room where a sobbing Cinderella was crouched upon
the floor. “Why are you crying?” asked Terri. Since Terri had read the Cinderella
story many, many times, she had an idea of why the girl seemed so heartbroken.

“My wicked step mother said | could only go to the ball if | had a dress to
wear .... and | did. | found one of my dear deceased mother’s old gowns. It
needed some fixing up which my dear bird and mouse friends helped to do.




However my wicked stepsisters tore it apart to sheds. Now | haven’t a chance at
all to attend the ball and dance - dance with the prince. “Oh, | love dancing”
spoke up Terri as Linda Baby nodded her little head in agreement. Right then
Terri got an idea. “You may wear my dress | have on - my very favorite square
dance dress,” explained Terri. “Oh, | couldn’t possibly do that, but thank you,”
said Cinderella. “That’s very charitable of you, Terri, my dear. |, too, like the
idea,” agreed Princess Tinkle. She, of course, knew at the wave of her wand a
new gown would appear for Cinderella, BUT to have Terri Lee give up her most
favorite square dance dress was, indeed, a great act of unselfishness. Cinderella
quickly shed her dowdy garments which Terri then put on as Cinderella joyously
placed Terri’s dress over her head. Terri helped her with the long half slip under
the skirt of the dress to help the delicate fabric stand out prettily. Cinderella
twirled around and smiled radiantly for this selfless act of kindness was the very
first that the girl had been shown since her kind and loving father had died so
many years ago. With a swift wave of her wand, Princess Tinkle transported the
group to the massive, majestic King’s castle where the ball was being held.
Cinderella twirled once more proudly in Terri’s borrowed dress and blew Linda
and Terri a grateful kiss.

Suddenly, out of the darkness from behind a stone column the two wicked
stepsisters advanced toward an unsuspecting Cinderella. “Watch out!” yelled
Terri, who was the first of the group to catch sight of them. “And where do you
think you’re going, Miss Cinders?” snarled the ugliest of the sisters. She
reached out and took hold of one of the pink satin ribbons at Cinderella’s waist.
In a second she’d ripped it off and stomped upon it with her big, ugly foot. The
other sister, who after this author’s second thought, was truly both meaner and
uglier than the first sister, brought out a pair of scissors and whacked off half of
the skirt. Terri’s eyes filled with tears as she looked on to see her most favorite
square dance dress being destroyed. Both Terri and Cinderella were sobbing at
such viciousness. Princess Tinkle was red in the face (and you’ll be hard
pressed to ever see her angry). With a deft wave of her wand the two ugly
stepsisters were hopping this way and that - for they had been transformed into
toads, and deservedly so!

“Dry your eyes my dears,” said a calmed down Princess Tinkle. With the
next wave of her magical wand, Cinderella was transformed into the most
gorgeous young woman imaginable. Her hair, the tiara, the gold and silver gown
of moonbeams were all beyond belief. Cinderella smiled her thanks and before
she entered the castle entrance, took one second to lift her dress hem to show
what Princess Tinkle had produced for her feet - bunny slippers!!! “You’ll be
more comfortable dancing all night, my dear, and | do not believe in glass
slippers-too dangerous!” she whispered as Cinderella disappeared into the
castle. Terri was busy picking up the bits and pieces of what had been her
favorite square dance dress.



“My dears,” | have an idea that | believe you both will like,” she told them
as they descended and made their way home to the Apple Valley nursery. The
next thing Terri knew she was still holding Linda Baby and rocking her.
Something caught her eye. “Oh, my!” she said as she looked carefully at the two
garments laid out beside her. The square dance dress had been transformed
into a shortened dress ... with only one ribbon now at the waist, and the ripped
off fabric had been made into a dress for Linda Baby.

“Thank you!” Terri said and she was sure she heard a tinkle in reply.

The End.



Polished Cotton Sport Suit

Terry Bukowski

In the September 2012 newsletter is an article
by Dennis Ross on the polished cotton outfits
for Terri, Jerri and the Tiny’s. Here is an
excerpt from his article.

“One of the very last outfits made for big Terri,
Jerri and Tiny Terri and Tiny Jerri was the blue
and white and pink and white polished cotton
ensembles”. (I could not find any Terri Lee
advertisements but agree with Dennis since the
tiny’s have the outfit it had to be made after
1955. “The boys have a simple shirt and shorts
and the girls have a romper and skirt which

utilizes the same pattern as the earlier “sport suits” which have the embroidered
suspender straps. Terri and Tiny Terri have polished cotton rompers over which
you place the skirt which fastens with one square snap in the back.”

Above is a picture of Dennis’ complete set in blue. |

recently purchased Tiny
Terri Lee in pink and white
I had Tiny Jerri Lee in
blue. This outfit is like
other Terri Lee outfits in
that the reverse of fabrics is
seen. My Tiny Jerri Lee
has the blue polished
cotton top and printed
shorts, like Dennis’ Terri
Lee and Tiny Terri Lee.
This outfit is not seen often
so collecting the entire set

may prove difficult.



“The Spirit of ‘76"

Forty-two years ago Region IV of the United Federation of Doll Clubs held a regional conference in
Lincoln Nebraska celebrating the Bicentennial Birthday of America. By-way-of Nancy Goldstein we
have a copy of the souvenir journal presented to all attendees in 1976. No, Nancy did not attend this
regional conference but wouldn’t we all have liked to have been there. Perhaps Peggy Casper
attended and this led her to write her book.

This was a just a dozen-plus years after the close of the Terri Lee Doll company, which may explain
why Terri Lee was not the inspiration for the Regional Conference. They may have wanted to forget
the abrupt closing of our favored Terri Lee Doll Co. However, Terri Lee did warrant an article in the
Journal which was rewritten and condensed from a program for the Lincoln Doll Club, March 7 1972.
The Region IV Journal is chocked full of wonderful doll articles including Rosie O’Neil, Kewpie, How to
dress a doll, About Doll Eyes, Paper Dolls and Wigs from Wigs. Surprisingly none of the articles name
a particular author. Therefore we cannot lay praise upon an individual(s) but to the whole of the
Lincoln Doll Club, Region IV who sponsored this event.

When Nancy Goldstein sent this Journal on to us she writes: We already know most of the
information in the journal essay but it’s interesting to consider how it adds to the timeline and
predates important books:

o 1972 Lincoln Doll Club program on TL, referenced on journal p. 43
1976 Regional Conference in Lincoln, Nebraska, the journal essay on Terri Lee

O

1982 newspaper article folded inside the pages of the journal: one on a doll exhibit in Lincoln

O

(not included in this DC article), and a jump page to a TL article we have seen before)
1983 Naomi Hency Book
1988 Peggy Casper Book
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We forever are in search of new information regarding

RIT OF 76 ., the creation of Terri Lee. What we believe is that this

e 5P
was the only Nebraska doll company even though Rose
‘ O’Neil was once a Nebraskan who at the age of fourteen
won a ten-dollar gold piece for the best drawing by a
Nebraska school child. It’s the little factoids that peak

our interest!

As a disclaimer | spoke with several persons in Region IV and made may
attempts to contact the Lincoln Doll Club with no response. Having said
this | solely elected to reprint the Region IV 1976 Journal article for the

"hﬁ United Federation Of Doll Clubs

ﬁ Regilon IV - Daisy Chain. Glenda Kitto
== Lincoln, Nebraska  April 30,May 1&'2336 =




TERRI LEE OF LINCOLN

It was a cold, bleak December afterncon in Lincoln, Nebraska, in 1944
when a group of civic minded homemakers were gathered around a huge table,
mending dolls for children of the needy so that their Christmas might be
brighter. As Mrs. Violet Gradwohl cemented together the jagged pleces of a
broken leg, taking care not to interfere with the walking mechanism, she
sighed, "Why don't they make a doll in a little girl's image, uncomplicated,
with which a child can use her imagination--dolls with eyes that can't be
gouged out, without walking devices that soon stop running, with chubby little
legs and slightly protruding tummy, such as every little girl has?"

Her interest in dolls ran over into her Girl Scout Counselor work. Her
girls dressed dolls to give to underprivileged children as part of the Scout's
program of social welfare work. All the while, she mulled over in her mind
the faults she felt dolls of the day had. She was determined to have a doll
with a new style of body that did not break--durable, with attractive appear=-
ance and plenty of pretty clothes.

The First Step

Mrs. Gradwohl began designing and molding a doll's head. In a visit
to the Lincoln Doll Club she described her trials and tribulations with various
materials, including using some of her dentist husband's dental mediums, and
messing up the kitchen range beyond redemption.

By 1944 she had accomplished several things toward making her dream a
reality. Her niece, a sculptress in California, had sculpted the body in
plaster, using her own two-year old daughter as a model. For a name Mrs.
Gradwohl took that of her own daughter, Terri Lee.

Business Begins

0f course, it isn't easy to establish a new business at any time--
especially so during wartime, when almost every commodity was distributed
under a quota system because of shortages of all kinds. Vi Gradwohl had
her own charm and plenty of determination to carry her through to the point
when in August 1946 doll parts began to arrive in Lincoln in & one-room fac-
tory, with two employees.

The doll head was molded so that the eyes were part of the head
itself, She selected artists to paint the eyes and all the features so
that it retained its humanness. A local beauty schoel and salon owner
subcontracted to make the wigs. The synthetic hair was manufactured by
Mrs. Cradwohl's own patented process. Up to 1948, at least, the Terri
Lee was the only doll to use this type of hair, similar to that used on
manikins.

The first dolls were of composition, but later the material was
changed to hard plastic. There are also some that seem to be of a
whitish, soft rubber or soft plastic. It has been suggested that perhaps
these were experimental in the transition from composition to hard plastic.

Within five years from the day the first dolls were assembled at the
Lincoln factory the business had expanded so much that the plant was moved to
a two-story factory with some 190 employees. The backlog of orders piled up,
making it necessary to operate around the clock to catch up.
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The dolls were so appealing and different that they were an instant
success. Most attractive were the dolls' clothes, designed largely by
Mrs. Gradwohl's daughter.

Disaster Strikes

Just when it appeared the production quota would meet the demand a
raging fire destroyed the factory in the early hours of a cold winter night,
shortly before Christmas in 1951. Mrs. Gradwohl was in the hospital at the
time of the fire. When she returned home on Christmas eve she had decided
to get out of the doll business, But there were so many letters from all
over the country that assured her that children, mothers, fathers, and mer-
chants would wait, no matter how long, until she could make delivery of the
orders that were lost in the fire. A temporary factory was hurriedly placed
in operation. 1t seemed it was no time to get out of the business after all.

However, Mrs. Gradwohl soon chose Apple Valley, California as the site
for her new endeavor. The factory had a fairyland-like appearance, described
by some "as a huge pink frosted birthday cake #** seen from miles around." By
1953, the company ranked fifth among the 300 major doll manufacturing compan-—
ies, selling more than 100,000 dolls a year. In 1954 production reached 3000
dolls per day with 68 different costumes from which to choose. The sewing
plant remained in Lincoln with 300 employees.

Variety of Dolls & Accessories

It would seem that Mrs. Gradwohl was always concentrating on new and
additional ideas to further interest in her dolls. Terri Lee's playmates in-
creased rapidly. First came Jerri, her brother, similar in size (17 inches)
but, of course, with a different wig. Others were:

---Connie Lynn, a 20-inch, all plastic, sleeping doll with long
natural eve lashes, and curly soft hair,

-——Baby Linda, 11 inches tall, fully articulated vinyl, with wardrobe,
cradle and even a birth certificate.

——Tiny Terri, a miniature 10-inch duplicate of the original Terri
Lee, except movable eyes with long sweeping lashes; and it walked.

--Tiny Jerry, brother of Tiny Terri, with the same added features.

By 1948 Terri Lee's friends included a Negro girl named Bonnie, and
her boy friend Benii; Chiquita, a Mexican girl, and Nansook, an Eskimo.

Accessories were numerous: furniture, strollers, walkers, wardrobe
chest and fashion rack with hangers, canopy bed, satin quilts and pillow
cases, records, wardrobe trunk, musical bassinette, non-musical bassinette,
playpen and a lamp with Terri Lee's photo on the shade.

Another Fire!

Success can be fleeting. TIn 1962 her business manager misappropri-
ated funds to the extent it threatened the business. Then another devas-
tating fire struck the "fireproof" factory. Both the Apple Valley and
Lincoln plants closed down. Later the same year Mrs. Gradwohl arranged
with I & S Industries of Gardena, California, to manufacture the dolls, and
had them sold by Mar-Fan Co. in Glendale. The latter firm added a voice to
Terri Lee-—-a phono-jack, inserted in the back of the head under the hairline.
Several records were available.
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Illness and & nervous
breakdown caught up with
Vi Gradwohl eo she with-
drew from manufacturing
and moved to Alexandria,
Va. to be near her daugh-
ter. She died in July
1972,

What a sad end for the
highly successful Terri
Lee and her companions.

As years go by and the
dolls become scarcer they
have become increasingly
interesting to collectors.
The most sought after are
the first dolls, made of
composition. Next Baby
Linda, which was made in
limited number; and the
smaller version of the
regular Terri Lee.

Alse, as times goes by and
collectors continue to
seek them out, their
values doubtless will
rise.

—-Rewritten and
condensed from a program
for the Lincoln Doll Club,
March 7, 1972.
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Terri Lee

dolls made
in Lincoln
until 1951

Terri Lee dolls — belleved
to be the only commercial
dolls manufactired in Lin-
coln — were created because
the factory founder and
owner became dissatisfled
with other manufactured
dolls while dolls
during World War II.

This is how they evolved,
according fo Journal-Star
Printing Co, library files:

. Violet Gradwohl, working
“4s a Girl Scout counselor re-
pairing dolls for the Lincoln

social welfare toy shop dur--

ing the war, discovered what
she considered to be the
basic faults of conventional
dolls.

She thought dolis on the
marke! were badly shaped,
their bodies were easily
broken and thelr hair wasn’t
attractive.

By 1946, Mrs. Gradwohl
had created the prototype of
her own doll — the first plas-
tic doll on the market and the
first to have hair made of
celanese yarn which could be
shampooed and set.

Her niece, California
sculptress Maxine Stevens,
sculpted the new doll's face
and body using Mrs. Steven’s
daughter Adrienne as a
model,  Mrs.  Gradwoh!
named the doll after her own
daughter Terri Lee.

Established manufac-
turers told her the doll had a
funny face and would never
sell but Mrs, Gradwohl was
undaunted and the Terri Lee
Inc. company eventually be-
came one of the leading doil
companies in the country, -

In August 1946, after learn-
ing the trade in New York
City, Mrs. Gradwohl ar-
ranged for the manufacture
of the doll parts. They were
first assembled in Lincoln by

Terri Lee Dolls are believed to be the only dolis

manufactured in Lincoln.

10 employees working in one
room.

The fast-growing doll com-
pany was housed in several
locations before moving to
20th and O Streets in 1949,
Eventually everything for
the doll was manufactured
and Mnished at the local fac-
lory except for moulding of
the plastic and the prod-
uction of the doll shoes,
stockings and straw hats. Or-
ders were received for about
3,000 dolls a week,

Mrs, Gradwohl believed
the doll was popular because
it was the first on the market
with hair that could be sham-
pooed and set and because it
had realistic details such as
real buttons and buttonholes
in its clothes.

The criginal Terrt Lee doll
was Joined by a boy doll

CAaniar Aimava

Jerri, a black girl doll Bonnie
later called Patty Jo and
Patty Jo's companion Benjie,
@ Mexican doll named
Chiquita and an Eskimo dolL

Extensive wardrobes were
avallable. The girl dolls had
20 different garments and the
boy dolls 12, The dolls were
sold nationally and in foreign
countries,

The factory employed
about 190 people and ran both
day and night shifts when a
fire on Dec. 16, 191, de-
stroyed the factory and other
businesses in the three-story
building at 20th and O streets.

After the fire, the factory
moved to Appie Valley, Calif.

Mrs, Gradwohl diéd in
1972,
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of the same fabric, I have only
seen it in the solid color which
matches Terri’s. Colors 1 have
found are red, green and pink all
with dots in a gold metallic
stripped background

Notice how the jacket also has the
reverse fabric combination.

Now is the Time
For Swimming

By Terry Bukowski

As seen on the cover of the July, 1954
Monthly Magazine Terri Lee and Jerri Lee
have swim suits made of a new fabric. The
swim suit alone cost is $1.00 for either
Terri Lee or Jerri Lee. There are no item
numbers to select just a check by the item
and enclosing money would ensure
delivery. Jerri’s swim trunks are made out



On the “Featured Terri Lee Dolls and
Fashions” page we find out the swim
suit i1s #3510A for Terri Lee and for
Jerri Lee #4510A both still costing
$1.00. If you look at the bottom of both
advertisement pictured is a beach coat
and the only way to purchase it would
be to purchase the entire swim set in the
plastic beach bag. #6601X includes
swim suit, bandana, sun glasses, swim
ring, towel, beach shoes, beach coat,
and sun suit all items in the bag cost
$4.95. That could be the reason the
beach coats have been hard to find.



Jondl JSee Inc.

ORIGINATORS OF
A NEW ERA N DOLLY

T Lee, Tune.

Sales Broctune - 1947

By Pat Rather

Founded in 1946, Terri Lee, Inc. quickly got a handle on the post war doll
merchandising game. Sometime in 1947, the TL Company had a set of photos taken

Somewhat later,
presumably for the next
big Toy Fair, a luxurious
brochure was prepared for
the wholesale audience.
Each sparkling clear,
glorious, black and white
photo is accompanied by a
minutely detailed
description, right down to
the shoelaces, the price for
a dozen dolls and their
shipping weight.

showing their current doll assortment
(composition) and its expanding wardrobe.
The photos were used to reach both the retail
and the wholesale targets. For the retail
audience, the carousel lid on the gift box
showed it all: the five wig colors, the various
dolls, girl, boy, white, black, Mexican, Eskimo,
and the fanciest outfits, Vi Gradwohl’s
favorite “ballets”.



What can we discover from these black & white 1947 doll photos which, in the
well-known, bright colors of the carousel gift box, are already deeply etched into our
collector brains? Take a closer look at the text of the “ballet.” Read the description of
Terri in her ballet of rayon net and Celanese taffeta carefully: “...the white costume has
a bodice of white lace and silver thread embroidery.”?! It’s time to keep your eyes open
for this early “ballet’ with its white lace and silver thread. Have we found it??

Ballerina courtesy of Judie Miles

This is the brochure which introduced the Patty-Jo doll and documented the inclusion of
Jackie Ormes; Mrs. Ormes signed a contract with TL Inc. on August 23, 1947 which was
to run until Jan. 1, 1950. Whereas the carousel box showed Bonnie Lou and Benjie, the
sales brochure pictures Patty-Jo and Benjie. Notice that the two dolls are composition



Why did they advertise with this
uncharacteristic PJ face? The image was
used yet again in January, 1948, in an ad
Mrs. Ormes herself placed in “Ebony”
magazine. Look at the eyebrows! The eyes!
Have you ever seen a Patty-Jo doll with this
face? The page also shows the text from
Patty-Jo’s hangtag and all the relevant
ordering information. Perhaps this was the
only Patty-Jo image available when the
brochure went to the printer.

There is so much more to say about
these pages! What have you noticed?

(therefore, early J.O. practice dolls).
Black dolls sold after Jackie Ormes joined
T.L. Inc, were first ethyl cellulose and
then Tenite Il plastic.

376@% g o

PATTY-JO 5=

...AS REAL AS YOU EVER HOPE TO SEE

We know you have seen us often in the Pittsburgh Courier
where our creator, Jackie Ormes, has a terrific time keeping
us out of trouble. We are 17" high and you can drop us and
we will never break. You may also bathe us and shampoo us.
Send no money. Pay postman $11.65 plus thirty cents C.O.D.
charges for each of us. We will come to you, either one of

us or both of us, whichever you desire, beautifully boxed.
L ]
MAIL COUPON TODAY

to

TERRI LEE COMPANY
132 South 13th
Lincoln, Nebraska

CHECK HERE_FOR DOLL DESIRED

Patty-Jo. [] $11.65 plus 30¢ C.0.D. charges.
Benjie. ] $11.65 plus 30¢ C.0.D. charges.

Money refunded if not satisfied.




Here are a few random thoughts:

1) The text (later edited out) from the “True Story of Terri Lee Toddler” page is
from the first hangtag: “l was born when my father was overseas and he never came
back, so I am a “war” baby like so many of you.”

III

2) The Eskimo doll is “this still unnamed little girl.” We know they had a naming

contest later. When?

3) The inside of front cover has new-to-us names of early T.L. reps. Perhaps
someone could research them. 4) Jerri isn’t wearing his suit jacket even though it is
described on page six.

You will be able to print out larger photos from the Daisy Chain website for your own
Terri Lee Accessory Binder. Happy Hunting! Pat Rather

What follows is the complete 1947 Sales Brochure. All pages in the brochure were black and white
with exception of red cover, inside front cover and back cover & the Carousel lid photo.

Cover at left

Both would be bright
red background with
gray type

Inside cover below

Joi Jee Ine.
132 Seuth 13th Stoeet

Lincoln, Nebreska
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FOR SALE:

(All for 16" doll)

4. Cotton pique' with pastel embroidery on sleeves, matching panty $38
postpaid

5. Sunday taffeta, orange with white eyelet around hem $42 pp

6. Cotton school dress, dark brown with check gingham pinafore $42 pp

7. Organdy, yellow with embroidered flowered bib, ribbon ties at waist $42
pp

8. Organdy, pretty It. green skirt, white bodice with embroidered flowers,
ribbon ties at waist $42 pp

9. Cotton windowpane check of purple with red rosebuds, elastic waist style
$32 pp

10. Cotton windowpane check of pink with blue rosebuds, elastic waist style
$32 pp

11. Cotton "Shorthand Secrets" print on coral red $40 pp

12. Taffeta - purple with rows of black lace for trim, black velvet ties $58 pp
13. Polished cotton - rich yellow with white eyelet bib with embroidered
flowers - yellow ribbon ties at waist $58 pp

14. Cotton plaid, the grey & pink squares plaid, white collar & cuffs $28 pp
15. Cotton print - tiny blue check with navy antique fire engines, navy collar
& cuffs, matching navy panty $42 pp

17. Snowsuit - red velvet jacket/pants/cap $48 pp

18. Velvet coat and hat a pretty deep blue, not navy, no tag, so nice $65 pp
20. Jerri raincoat - yellow with small dots, plus cap, but no belt $36 pp

21. Jerri - jacket for his white sailor suit, which is the rare version of sailor
suit - jacket only, black trim $48 pp

23. Curtsey Coat, camel with brown velvet trim, and hat - one moth hole
1/8" in sleeve, Terri tag, no Curtsey tag $190

24. 16" Redingote - cotton underdress tiny blue flowers, organdy overdress
lovely blue $90

25. 16" formal, floor length, gorgeous pink, unused, with silver slippers $70

Much more on my big list, loads of tiny things, plus some dolls, so just ask
for it.
wanda.houck@sbcglobal.net  cell: 405-833-6204 home: 405-340-3958



Jerr1’s Fun Page

by Dennis Ross

What do lawyers wear to court?
A Law Suit

Why was the skeleton afraid to cross
the road?
He didn’t have the guts!

Why do birds fly south for the
winter?
The train takes too long!

What do sheep like to eat for lunch?
A Baa-longa sandwich!

What does arock sleep on?
Bedrock!

What helps cows do math?
A cowculator!
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