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To print the newsletter in color go to our Web Page: http//www.terrileedolls.com

In the box at the upper left called Subscriber Password type Daisy Chain 2017 (You
must capitalize the( D & C) our password is case sensitive) Click on Login. Then
click on the second box on the left in the upper menu, the box which says Current Issue.
Scroll down to see the article and double click to enlarge the page. Click on download to
print in color. This will be our password for the year to make it easier for you to
remember.
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Hope you have been going to the Terrileedolls.com web site to use the accessory book
and the index of past articles. Please note at the bottom of several articles in this issue
the footer notes when an article is an update to the Accessory book.

webpage, www.terrileedolls.com

Patterns by Mary Hayden have been posted.
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The 2016 index has been updated on the webpage
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Little Mother Additions

Martha Anderson 453 Edenhall Dr Columbia, SC 29229 (803) 318-4885 martha.andrsonl@gmail
Patricia Bedwell 1131 N. Court St Sullivan, IN 47882 (812) 268-6882 pbbedwell@comcast.net
Virginia Grabiner 359 Parkside Ave Buffalo, NY 14214 (716) 833-2355 vergrab@gmail.com
Sandy Howard 5982 SW 30 Terr Topeka, KS 66614 (785) 272-1631 slh1144@aol.com

Dianne Mansfield 6010 E Devonald Ave Terre Haute, IN 4705 (812) 201-6602
revmansfield@aol.com

Sandra Moore 602 Langston Lane Falls Church, VA 22046 703) 532-6570 Caa-smoore@att.net
Barbara Stilley 305 Russell St Mount Shasta, CA 96067 (530) 926-2293 Lbla4s66@gmail.com
Birthday ~ Mar 5

0040440444444 4040404044444044040444044044040404044040440400440404444444444444
Glenda Kitto has a web page with clothes and dolls for sale visit terrilee.net
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COPYRIGHT

The Daisy Chain magazine and Little Mothers Talk is for personal use only and
may not be sold in any form. Furthermore, all pictures and articles published are
solely the property of the Daisy Chain and cannot be reproduced or sold without
permission. © 2017 The Daisy Chain
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In a 2016 issue Glenda mentioned that Lincoln was about to publish a book and that it
would have reference to TL in it. Glenda just found an internet article that correlates to

that book.
https://www.pediment.com/blogs/news/gene-autry-visits-lincoln-doll-factory
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Below are internet articles that you may find interesting about TL. Glenda really likes
the one about restringing.....great photos of HOW TO...

Written by the Town of Apple Valley

http://www.applevalley.org/home/showdocument?1d=6774

Restringing a TL with Latex Rubber Tubing
https://www.thisolddoll.info/hosp/latex/latex.htm

This Old Doll Hospital Restringing a Doll ... Most of the hard plastic dolls were
originally strung with a large, thick rubber band. Over time, though ... This is a 16" Terr1
Lee so I need a band that's larger than the diameter of the tube

Reference about TL

http://rebornbabydolls.org/ultimate-guide-terri-lee-dolls/
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Hi! Everybody out there in
TerriLeeLand!!

SAD NEWS and

HAPPY MEMORIES!

Sad news. Connie Lynn (Taylor) Thyne, the real Terri Lee’s older daughter, passed
away on December 26, 2016. You can read her obituary from the Milbank, SD
newspaper in the next pages.

Many of us Daisy Chainers knew Connie Lynn from her visits to our earlier Daisy Chain conventions. So,
Everybody!!! Let’s go back in time to happier days when, over the years, the real Connie Lynn and several other
members of the Terri Lee family attended and participated in our conventions. Here are a few of the many, many

Happy Memories

1997 | first met Connie Lynn at the “Apple Valley Roundup” Daisy Chain Convention in 1997, one of the most
incredible, far-ranging of all of the DC conventions! (Reader! Just take a look in the Daisy Chain archive, Vol. 7,
Issue 4 from November 1997. You will be amazed!)

We began by touring Sandy
Dorsey’s huge collection in Fountain
Valley where we met Sandy’s
guests, Merlene Bryant from TL
Associates, Connie Lynn (Taylor)
Thyne, Fountiene (Duda) Prince
(also at left), Vi Gradwohl!’s niece,
and Mary Lee Duda, Vi’s nephew’s
wife. Aunt Vi gifted Fountiene with a real TL bed and

a real TL mink coat which she still owns. Lt/rt: Merlene Bryant, Connie Lynn Thyne,
Fountiene Duda Prince. Marv Lee Duda

Oh, and by the way, during that convention, we also found time to
see the wonderful collection of Glenda Kitto, and the Hobby City
Doll Museum with luncheon and tour from Bea DeArmonde. We
visited the vast TL collection of Dennis Ross with a garden luncheon
in the magical Arcadia house of Dennis and “chef” Marty Roden.

Another day we took one of our famous Daisy Chain bus trips, this
one to Apple Valley. That’s a snapshot of Connie Lynn with Lee and
Nick Platt standing by the door of the old TL AV doll plant. June
Deutschman, Lee Platt’s mother, was the head of the TL art
department in Apple Valley and Lee herself painted dolls there as a
young woman.



Lee and Nick had located the site of Vi Gradwohl’s
Victorville ranch and our bus took us there. Do you
see Connie Lynn standing next to a big yucca which
grew on the Terri Lee Ranch? It’s the very same yucca
you can see on page 151 of FTLD, Peggy Casper’s first
book, which shows a flier of the ranch up for auction.
Alas! Shortly before our visit, the house had been
demolished, but we found traces of Vi Gradwohl’s
swimming pool. Earlier that day Terry Bukowski,
Dennis Ross, Glenda Kitto (with the help of her
mother, June Curley) reconstructed the 1954 AV
Nativity scene in the back room at the AV Library,
formerly the cafeteria for the TL plant. The rooms still
contained Vi’'s bamboo lounge chair, her bark cloth
curtains, the “Skol” backdrop to the bar area and the
pink bathroom. We had an amazing Tea Party with
Tea-Cup-Tiny-So-Sleepy’s made by Wanda Houck and
Mary (Winscott) Weaver. Mid-party we had a
surprise visit from Dale Noble, arriving upon Betty
Woten'’s invitation! At the time, Noble possessed the
TL molds and contemplated a reissue of the doll
under his direction. (A court case decided the
outcome, but that’s another story for a later article!)

Later, outside the AV TL Co. factory site near the filled-in
swimming pool, Connie Lynn and Peggy Casper (below)
found & cleaned some cement, entirely covered by lawn,
inscribed, “Terri Lee Dedicated to Children Oct. 1952.”



Wow! What a convention!!!! There’s one collector over the top! Connie Lynn and a side-glancing, wild-eyed
collector, Pat Rather aka chattipatty.

Isn’t it marvelous how many wonderful
memories we have that are connected to Connie
Lynn’s visit!

1951 When Connie Lynn was five years old, her
grandmother, Vi Gradwohl, had her
photographed with Santa Claus and then used
the image for the TL Co. Christmas card. (Check
FTLD pg. 130 for CL at that age.) The card
appeared in black and white and also in red and
white. Inside, the real Connie Lynn left us a more
recent message.

1954 May Monthly Magazine, back cover. The
real Connie Lynn enjoys the Linda doll in her
playpen. The real Linda Lee had a doll named for
her in 1951, but the real Connie Lynn had to wait
years for her doll -- until 1955. Not fair!



2000 “Marriage of the Millennium,” Daisy Chain Convention, Lincoln NE. The “Marriage of the Millennium”
was an extravaganza that lived up to its name!!! (Reader! Go to the Daisy Chain Archive for Vol. 10, Issue 3,
September, 2000 and check it out for yourself!)

Our bride and groom of five years, Connie Lynn
and husband, Wayne Thyne, stand next to the
three-tiered wedding cake, creation of Donna
Devosha, sister of Tom Lee, Linda Lee’s husband,
two discerning TL and toy collectors from
Lawrence, KS.

At the 2000 convention, the Daisy Chain display
included ALL the wedding gowns, groom outfits
and bridesmaid's outfits ever produced by the TL
Co., and the Daisy Chain also generously featured
a 1954 bridal Mary Jane.

The “AKK BK Three” (the creators of the Daisy Chain TL Accessory
Book binder pages), Terry Bukowski, Glenda Kitto and Pat
Rather, took the opportunity to round out the accessory pages on
all of the TL wedding garments, as well as their veils and handheld
accessories. (Reader! Why don’t you check out the Daisy Chain
archives for the Akk Bk, Accessory Book pages?)

Guests of the 2000 convention were Peggy Casper
(not pictured) and Jim Schrepel, the real Terri Lee’s
husband, whom we had met before at the 1996 DC
“PowWow” convention in Phoenix. He is pictured
here with Connie Lynn and Wayne Thyne. Jim
brought a parrot named Heather, with him. The
bird was one of the real Terri Lee’s two pet parrots.



The Connie Lynn-sized mink coat. Cute publicity photo of the real CL and TL, both in real mink coats,

taken in Apple Valley in 1953! In 2000 Connie Lynn brought the coat to the Daisy Chain’s convention, “Marriage
of the Millennium,” in Lincoln, and she caused a big sensation with it!!!

The Terri Lee Family This familiar photograph of
Vi Gradwohl’s daughter and grandchildren, the real
Terri Lee, Connie Lynn, Linda Lee + the dolls named
after them, appeared as the 1955 Christmas card
introducing TTL, and then again on the cover of the
1956 TL Fashion Parade sales brochure.

And so we say, “Good bye” and “Thank You”
in appreciation of this amazing family and
of all the joy their beautiful dolls have given
us!



Connie Lynn Thyne

June 5, 1946 - December 26, 2016
Born in Lincoln, NE
Resided in Milbank, SD

OBITUARY

Connie (Mrs. Wayne) Thyne, age 70 of Milbank died December
26, 2016, at Golden Living Center in Lake Norden, SD.

A memorial service was held on Thursday, December 29 at 2:00 p.m. at Living Word Lutheran Church
in Milbank. Rev. John Hostettler will officiate. Burial will be at a later date.

Urn bearers will be Todd and Rhonda Thyne. Honorary bearers will be George Boos, Greg Grajczyk,
and the caregivers at Golden Living Center in Lake Norden along with Bruce the Moose.

Connie Lynn (Taylor) Thyne was born June 5, 1946, in Lincoln, NE. She was the daughter of Robert
and Harriett (Terri Lee) Gradwohl Taylor.

Connie lived with her grandmother as her father was a Colonel in the Air Force. She graduated from
high school and studied secretarial classes at the University of Nebraska. Later, she was proud to
graduate from Lake Area Tech as an honor student in medical assisting.

Connie moved to Milbank in the late 1970's and raised her four children: Melissa, Travis, Crystal, and
Natalie. She worked various jobs in Milbank with most recently working as a legal secretary for Boos
and Grajczyk Law Office.

Connie was united in marriage with Wayne Thyne on a blizzardy day of December 8, 1995. They were
blessed with 21 years of marriage. Together they enjoyed raising cattle and farming. Connie had a
tender heart for animals of all kinds and was known to rescue a pig and a lamb from the butcher shop.
She also loved bird watching.

Left to cherish her memory are her husband, Wayne of Corona, SD; her four children: Melissa Dvorak
of Oklahoma City, OK; Travis (Michelle) Dvorak of Poulsbo, WA, Crystal (Brad) Steffensen of Lake
Norden, SD; and Natalie (Drew) Toler of Greenwood Springs, MS; five grandchildren: Christopher,
Austin, Keira, Allison, and Ava. Connie was preceded in death by her parents and one sister, Linda.

Connie's family suggests memorials be given to UCSF Memory and Aging Center for research in
Frontotemporal dementia:

Donate online

To make a secure donation online to the UCSF Memory and Aging Center, go to
makeagift.ucsf.edu/brain. In Step 1 of the form, click the "Choose a designation" button and select
"Memory and Aging Center (MAC)."

Donate by mail
Please make your check payable to the UCSF Foundation. To make the gift in memory of a special
family member or friend, please include the name of the individual on your check or in a separate note.

Please mail all checks to:
UCSF Foundation

Lockbox 45339

San Francisco, CA 94145-0339



Lincoln Nebraska - A Terri Lee Find

by Dennis Ross

| got these plus about 10 un-sewn outfits from a family in Lincoln, Nebraska when their
aunt died. This was about 1991 according to my records. | have sold pretty much everything. |
jus happened to find the labels as | was going through my drawers looking for things to sell on
eBay.
Thanks for asking.
Mary Ann



Who Is That Behind the Foster Grants?

by Dennis Ross

Terri Lee’s sunglasses always bring up questions to collectors.

Why do some have “France” as the country of manufacture? Are the
extra fancy sunglasses encrusted with plastic flowers really Terri Lee’s?
These are all great questions!

The glasses in the mid 50s were, indeed, imported from France. The Terri
Lee Company used these as did Madame Alexander for her new fashion
doll, Cissy.

It’s unclear who started the embellishments of flowers but the majority
of collectors lean towards the Madame Alexander company.

Later on the
same sunglass
mold was used for
Terri Lee glasses
but manufactured
in the USA with no
marking on the
inside earpiece at
all. There was
even a special
card given out to
stores to display
the myriad of
colors of
sunglasses which
one could choose
from.

[See more photos
on next page]






SQUAW SKIRT & BLLOUSE

By Terry Bukowski
May 2017

Introduced in the 1954 Fashion Parade
#3530S Squaw Skirt and Blouse retails for
$1.75. It is stated in the Fashion Parade
“my Squaw skirt of Indian print and frilly
dimity blouse”. When someone mentions
the squaw skirt this is the version I think
about, however there are several more.
Also in 1954 the squaw skirt & blouse is
pictured in the merchants flyer sent to
stores 1is a very different fabric. While the

skirt 1s still made the same with
two sections sewed together the
company has opened itself up to
using other fabric other than the
“Indian print” first advertised.
This same skirt can be found
advertised in the April 1954
monthly magazine. It was the
coloring page for that issue. Retail
cost is $1.59.

Pictures of the skirt are on the

following page. Dennis Ross has

been lucky to find the

brownish/gold version of the skirt I have in red.



In 1955 Tiny Terri Lee is introduced and in her Fashion
Parade is pictured #3338 “A real Squaw Dress $1.49.
The dress is a one piece with the “Indian Print” fabric.
The bodice has rick rack
which the company calls
braid. Terri Lee will also
be pictured in
this dress in the
March 1956
Monthly
Magazine at a
cost of $1.75.



This dress is also on the cover of the
October 1956 Monthly Magazine. A
contest winner is holding her Terr1
Lee who 1s wearing this version of
the Squaw skirt with braid T3530S.

What is interesting is the 1956
Fashion Parade for TL & TTL shows
yet another version which is now
called #1321 Squaw Dress. I would
have thought they would have named

the dress pictured above that.

This latest version is the
prettiest with vibrant colors
and contrasting braid (rick
rack). The 1956 Fashion
Parade states “My new-style
Squaw Dress made of cotton
material that you don’t have
to iron, just like the grown-
ups squaw dresses. It is
trimmed with braid and is
very colorful and pretty”.

Finding all 4 was a challenge.



Terri’s dress is #1321 and retails for $1.95 while Tiny Terri Lees dress #3321
retails for $1.49.

With this dress the challenge is to find the reverse color combinations. I’'m
wondering if they made the verse in Terri’s dress and a matching Tiny Terri
Lee.

While I am still looking for the verse
of these two, Terri Lee has been
nowhere to be found, Dennis Ross
found a matching TTL pair in purple.



Where’s Harry Part 2
By Sandy Dorsey

Two dynamic people, Harry
Gradwohl and Violet Lee met
in Lincoln Nebraska and
married in 1926. They were
both outstanding and strong
personalities. They had one
daughter, Harriet Lee
Gradwohl in 1927. Each
contributed to the growth and
well-being of their community
in Lincoln, Nebraska.

In my previous article | left you in
1947 as Violet Gradwohl was just
beginning her stellar rise as owner
of the Terri Lee Doll Company. All
was going well in the new company
but it was not going as well for her

marriage to Harry. On March 12, 1947 | find that Harry has been
granted a divorce from Violet. Because the grounds of “extreme
cruelty” appear in both the first and second divorce case, it seems
that this is the reason given when one wanted a divorce, Similar to
“Irreconcilable differences’ in California. The order of the names
makes it clear that Harry filed for divorce from Violet. At this time
Harry and Violet have been married for 21 years.

Violet continued to build her Terri Lee Doll business with this cute
Old Lady in the Shoe ad for Christmas of 1948.



The opening of the Terri Lee
Factory on O Street was
December 1949.

Terri Lee Factory

2012 O St

No Phone Orders Please

Open 8:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.

Harry and Violet had
evidently worked out their
differences and in February
of 1949 they went on a
romantic trip to Acapulco
Mexico where they renewed
their wedding vows in a
serious manner.

This appears to be a legal
marriage with 3 withesses
and abundance of personal
information.



The paperwork included
fingerprints of the bride

and groom, ages,
occupations and parents’
names. It is dated

February 10, 1949.

Harry, Violet and their
daughter Terri Lee all
appear in pictures taken
when Gene Autry visited
the Doll Factory in Lincoln
in January 1950 and signed

the agreement for
manufacturing of the Gene
Autry  Doll. Everyone

appears quite happy at this
time. Daughter Terri Lee
would be about 23 years
old.

She married Roger
Taylor in 1945
and had two
daughters Connie
Lynn, born in
1946 and Linda
Lee born in 1948.
According to
Peggy Casper they
divorced in 1950.




Terri Lee Gradwohl
Taylor found love again
soon and married
James Schrepel on
August 5, 1951
Lincoln. Jim became
the manager of the
Terri Lee  factory.

Many of us met Jim on

our trips to Lincoln. By

1951 the Terri Lee Doll |

Company was doing a
brisk business until the
fire in  December.
Notice that
wedding announcement
is written daughter of
Dr. and Mrs. Harry
Gradwohl.

The
place
evening, August 5,
1951 at the Lincoln
Hotel. Members of the
immediate family and
friends were present.
A reception for
guests followed
service.

wedding  took |

on

the

in |-

the ;

Sunday'

150 ‘m

:

ing of Terri Gradwohl
upmr of Dr and Mrs,
. Gradwohl,

g

| Members of the immediate fm-'
tlies and a group of friends were ,
present. Rev, Laland H. bubn

| | performed the ceremony,
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) brief white gloves. Her crescent
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Terri’s dress was white eyelet
embroidered organdy over aqua
taffeta with a ballerina length
skirt. She wore authentic Dutch
bonnet and white gloves. This
article is from the Lincoln Evening
Journal on Tuesday August 7,
1951.

In 1952 Violet Gradwohl made the
move to Apple Valley California.
The mysterious fire in Lincoln
occurred in December of 1951 and
Violet swiftly moved her doll
factory to California. The main
factory building was constructed
in 1952.




The Grand Opening of the building was held in May 1952. This
picture appeared in Peggy Casper’s book. It shows the cocktail hour
wall in the background. Harry was there for the celebration,
standing close but not right behind his wife Violet. On the left in the
back is Bob Paluzzi who owned the building for many years after the
fire. Spencer Hamilton, Grace Hast, Dr, Gradwohl, Ray Colbert, and
Joe Gergely are in the back row. Front row, Lorene Miller, Kay
Irvin, Eloise Carpenter, and Violet Gradwohl.
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In 1953 Violet Gradwohl decided to move to Apple Valley
permanently. She purchased a 244 acre ranch on Hesperia
Road. The house had a swimming pool, a trout lake, guest
houses, barns and stables. Violet bought and raised
purebred horses on the ranch. Her half-brother Forrest Lee
and his family were put in charge of managing the ranch.

Dr. Harry M. Gradwohl remained in Lincoln, Nebraska where
he had a very successful dental practice.



His office was located at 2000 A Street in Lincoln.

In the Lincoln
City  Directory
for 1956 and for
all previous

directories
Violet Gradwohl
was listed as Dr.

Gradwohl’s
wife. The city
directory gives
his business
address and his
home address,
their home at
1340 20" Street.



But in 1958, | noticed that the City Directory listed Dr. Gradwohl
with a new wife named Mary L. And so began the search for Miss
Mary L.

Along came a cute little girl, and Harry fell for her. They
were married on December 4, 1957. Mary Lou Mannering was
born in Smith County Kansas on November 17, 1930 so Mary
was 27 years old when she and Harry married. Harry was 57
years old. Mary was pretty and smart. She loved to play
bridge and is mentioned frequently in the newspapers for
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In addition to his private practice Dr. Harry Gradwohl was
the Regional Director for the large State Hospital for the
Insane in Lincoln.

The daughter of a lady who worked with Dr. Grawohl at this hospital
emailed me last year and
that initiated my interest
in writing a biography of
Harry. She said her
mother liked Dr. Gradwohl
very much, he was easy to
work with and he liked to
talk about Violet’s Terri
Lee Doll Factory. This
photo dates to about
1967.




Wanda Houck found this article from the Lincoln Star issued
April 5, 1967. It shows Harry’s father Ben, Dr. Harry
Gradwohl with his second wife Mary Lou, Connie Lynn and
her baby Melissa. It says “Granddaughters are very nice
people. Great-granddaughters are mighty nice, but a great-
great-granddaughter is well, something very special, Ben
Gradwohl who is proud of his 93 years seems to think.” Miss
Melissa her mother, Mrs. Arthur Dvorak (Connie Lynn) soon

are to leave Lincoln to become new residents of Mason City,
lowa.




As Harry Gradwohl aged he began to get tired of the winters and
cold weather in Nebraska. He still enjoyed playing golf and he had a
comfortable life so he and his wife decided to buy a condominium in
Naples Florida. They purchased a brand new unit on a canal at the
Granada Condos on July 1, 1971. They wanted to spend their
winters in warm sunny southern Florida. Their unit is on the left in
this picture.

But Mary and Harry did not have much time together to enjoy their
new purchase because Harry died in Naples, Florida on July 15,
1972. His obituary states that he was a Lincoln dentist for 40 years
but it was really more than that. He was also the Dental Director
for the hospital for 12 years. He was a member of the America,
Nebraska, and Lancaster County Dental Associations, BPOE, Delta
Sigma Delta and the American Legion. Survivors are his wife Mary L.,
his daughter Terri Schrepel of Falls Church, Virginia, brother
Bernard Gradwohl, two grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
Since memorials to the American Cancer Society are mentioned he



must have died of cancer. His wife Mary Lou Gradwohl was only 42
years old at the time of his death. Harry was 73 years old.

L

* °  Lincoln
GRADWOHL — Dr. Harry M.,
73, Naples, Fla., died rgatur-
. day. Former 28th and Woods
_resident. 40-year Lincoln den-
tist, 12-year Lincoln Regional
Center dental director.
Member American, Nebraska,
Lancaster County Dental
Assns., BPOE 80, Delta Sigma
WDelta, American Legion g:st
3 Survivors: wife, Mary L.,
ughter, Mrs, James (Terri)
‘Schrepel, Falls Church, Va.;
brother, Bernard, Lincoln; two
grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren.
_Services: 4:30 p.m- Tuesday,
Roper & Sons Mortuary, 4300
0. Rabbi Myron Meyer. Lin-
coln Memorial Park.

Memorials American Cancer
Society.

Lincoln

IGRADWOHL — Dr. Hang‘M..
73, Naples, Fla., died Satur-
day.

Services: 4:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Roper & Sons Mortuary, 4300 ]
0. Lincoln Memorial Park.
Memorials American Cancer

Society.

Dr. Harry M. Gradwoh!

LINCOIN, Neb. — Dr. Harry
Gradwolll, 73, a winter resident
of Naples, died Saturday in
Lircoln. Be practiced demtistry
for 40 years in Lincoln and was
the Lincoln Regional Cenler
dental director. He was. a
member of the America,
Nebraske, and Lancasler
Counly Dental Assn., BPOE, 80,
Delta Sigma Delta, American
[egion Post 3.

Survivors include his wife,
Mary L.; a daughter, Mrs.
James (Terri) Schircpel of Falls
Church, Va.; a brother, Ber-
nard of Lincoln; two grand-
children and four great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services and burial
were held Tuesday in Lincoln.
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GRADWOHL — Violet Lee, 71,

Manassas, Va., died Friday.
Former Lincoln resident,
Founder Terri Lee Doll Co.
Survivors: daughter, Mrs.
James B. (Terri) Schrepel
Falls Church, Va.; sisters,
Willima Lee, Los Angeles,
Mrs. Fountiene Duda, |
Anaheim, Calif.; two grand-
daughters; four great-
grandchildren.

Services: Graveside
Tuesday, Lewinsville United |
Presbyterian, MclLean, Va.
Money and King Funeral

11 am.

Home, Vienna, Va. j

1 Only 6 days after Harry Gradwohl

passed away, On July 21, 1972
Violet Gradwohl also passed
away. Violet was being cared
for by her daughter Terri in
Virginia. She died in Manassas,
Virginia. How coincidental that
they passed so closely in time.

Mes. Gradwohl, Doll

Firm Founder, Dies

Sarvices for the founder of
the Terri Lee Dall Co., Violet
Lee Gradweh]l, will be at
graveside Tuesday ot the
Lewinsvilie Unlited
Presbyferian  churchyard in
McLean, Va

Mrs. Gradwohl, 71, died Fri-
day In Manassas, Va,

Mrs. Gradwohl, a former
Lincoln resident, first became
fnterested in the doll business
during WWII when she began
making repairs to old dolls for
Lincaln’s social welfare toy
shop. By 1946 she had created
the prototype of her own doll,
the first plastic doll on the
market, But established
manufacturers told her the doll
had a funny face and would
never sell,

Spending six weeks [n New
York City Mrs. Gradwohl
learned enough about the trade
to arrange for the manufacture
of the doil's parts which were

(Czech No-no

Prague, Czechoslovakia
i»—A Czechoslovak court has
sentenced six Intellectuals to
terms ranging {rom one 1o six
years for distributing leailets
oppasing  the consolidation of
the Soviet-backed regime of
Gustay Husak frem 1969 to
1971,

then assembled in Lincoln, at
first by 10 employes In one
room

By 1951 Terri Lee employed
190 people on day and night
shifts in a two-story factory
at 2000 O. Orders amounted
to about 3.000 dolis per week.

Mrs. Gradwoh! believed the
doll was popular because it
was the first on the market
with shampeo and set hair and
because of realistic details
such as real buttons and
buttonholes in its clothes.

In mid-December, 1951, a
fire started in the Terrl Lee
factory which eventually
spread fo seven Lincoln
businesses and resulted in
£250,000 damage. Among the
casualties of the spectacular
blaze which left the factory
an ice-encrusted ruin was
£230 mink coat for a doll.

Mrs. Gradwohl later
relocated her doll factory in
Apole Valley, Calif,

Mrs, Gradwoh! was listed in
\Who's Who of American
Women and was a Girl Scout
and USO worker,

She is survived by a
daughter, Mrs. James ;
(Terri) Schrepel, Falls Church,
Va.; sisters, Willima Lee, Los
Angeles, Mrs. Fountiene Duda,
Ansheim, Calil; two
granddaughters, and four
great-grandehildren.

6 € Lincoln, Neh,, Sunday Journal & Star, July 23, 1972
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Harry Gradwohl
was brought
back to Lincoln
and buried in
the Lincoln
Memorial Park,
Lancaster
County
Nebraska.

Violet Gradwohl
was buried in
Virginia at the

Lewinsville

Presbyterian
Cemetery in Fairfax
County, Virginia.



Since Mary
Lou
Gradwohl
was very
young when
Dr. Harry
passed away
she
remarried.
She was
married to
Jerald
Chrisman in
Florida in
1975. As it

turns out he
was from the same county in Kansas that she was so it is possible
that she knew him earlier. They moved back to the Midwest and he
passed away on August 4, 2000 in Cassville, Missouri. Mary and Jerry

had been
married for
about 25 vyears
by then. Mary
Lou Gradwohl

Chrisman
passed away on
April 4, 20009.

She was 78
years old. She
is buried with
her second
husband in

Smith  County
Kansas where they were both originally from. | wish | had known
about Mary Lou and | could have interviewed her to get her side of
this story.



How did all of these people meet and weave such an interesting
story? They were all born very close to each other in the middle of
our county. All of them were very intelligent and interested in
making a better life. They were looking for education and good jobs
and following the American Dream. The Midwest is a small area.
Most of their life was spent within a radius of less than 100 miles.
Lincoln was a hub for politics and education. It was a poplar place
to find work and good jobs and part of the land of opportunity.

The world is a different place today and people don’t stay so close
to home. Remember Harry Gradwohl was born in 1898 in the 19"
century and Violet was born in the very early 20" Century, basically
in another world. We are living in the 21°' Century. But they each
made a difference in their world and Violet Gradwohl created a doll
that made a difference in our world.




Researching for this biography was very enlightening
for me. It turns out that Lincoln was on a main road
from Chicago to Denver and not as isolated as |
thought. | had imagined Lincoln with dirt roads and
horse drawn buggies in the 1920’s. Not So.

It forced me to look at how the United States has
changed both in the Gradwohl’s life times but also in
my lifetime. | enjoyed the ride!

| found a lot more information but | had to condense
it into something that you would hopefully enjoy.
YoursTerri Lee. Sandy Dorsey

Here are some of MYy Sources:

Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org,
Newspapers.com, Find a Grave.com
Google Maps, Google, Google Earth,
Yahoo Search, Social Security Death Index,
Florida Marriage Index, City Directories,
Historical Post Cards, Florida Real Estate
Transactions, Friends of Dr. Gradwohl.



Who Is She”?

by Dennis Ross

Yes, of course we know the doll! She’s Terri Lee the “Queen of Dolls”.

However, the other little doll, the one holding Terri...does anybody
recognize who she might be?

We found the photograph on eBay and thought someone in the Daisy
Chain group might be able to identify the cute and extremely proud owner!

Any help out there?



One of a Kind Finds?
— Tan wWindjiammer

Clenda Kitto
Once again a one-of-a-kind outfit presented itself on eBay. This time a new color for the Windjammer.

| left a bid just in case the item was overlooked but | should have known better. Too many “eagle-eyes”
out there in Terri Lee Land.

A cool tan and white Windjammer
jacket, cap and gloves. The pink and
white or the blue and pink sets can now
be called common. After-all there are
more than 1 of each of those colored sets.
If one set of tan and white can be found
there is hope for the rest of us that
another will appear. Good hunting to us
all!

The new set has tan sleeves on the jacket.
The tan leather inset on the middle of the

cap. Tan fringed gloves.

What | especially like about this new set is the
ribbon on the gloves. The gloves are always the first
to be lost and this insures they remain together

The tan leather used on
this new one-of-a-kind
Windjammer is a perfect
match to leather on this
chaps set of the same era.

In the run up of unusual items found we have that
mysterious masquerade for Jerri Lee, the complete
set of Windjammer for Connie Lynn that includes
her booties as presented by Pat Rather. A Shamrock
or Heart flocked formal. Sandy Dorsey wrote about
her wish list that includes: a record player, a lamp, a
Ferris wheel, a real canopy bed, Linda Baby Rocking
Cradle #L14 and the Connie Lynn Leather bag.




In the line-up of 1956 Price List for Windjammers:

Colors for Dolls Stock Number Dressed on Doll
Dressed on Doll Fashion Only

Pink and white Terri Lee & Tiny Terri 1186 - 3186 1386 - 3386

Blue and white Jerri Lee & Tiny Jerri

Pink and blue Connie Lynn 5152 5352

Tan and white Linda Baby 6172 6372

AMAZING DISCOVERY!!! The 1956 Price list does not, let me repeat DOES NOT list Jerri Lee as
having a Windjammer fashion. Have we always assumed it was for Jerri and just never noticed! OMG -
This is a Terri Lee fashion! Why was Jerri left out of this great fashion? | have looked at this price list
many times and just never noticed. Please all of you out there in TerriLeeLand: if you have a factory
price list showing a Jerri or Tiny Jerri in a Leather Windjammer sent me an alert!




New Found Newspaper Clippings

Above: Golds Department Store in Lincoln was always a regular to sell the Terri Lee Dolls. After all they were
originally made in Lincoln by one of their own. This display would be easy to recreate, just wish it were larger to
see all the detail.

At left: This ad from 1961, after the fire in Apple Valley is
We're welcoming back Terri Lee... being welcomed once again by Miller and Paine of Lincoln

Nebraska. Another home town department store and a long

to the s 1 can kg Yoo o vy time friend of Terri Lee helps the company with this special
Wiisby e tell you o wandertul
House oot advertisement. In 1961 The Terri Lee Doll Company was
of Dolls Come et me iy

attempting to come back into the market place.

Miller's House of
Oalh.

Terrt Loeithe Indeatructible 461l with the life-
tmv guarnntee |y back again in ker very own,
smart, high quality 5ol fashions. (Panty set 50c;

o , 95¢ nnd assorted dresses from 95¢ to

i’nm 1a#n panty, shoes, socks ... ..uis. 1195
Talking Terri Le&in pajaman ,...oveuinss 21.95

Just imagine a |doll | that
talks and even sings to
You. She can tell complete
stories, A detachable cord
connecta Terri Lea to your
phonograph, and away she
Roes keeping you company
for hours. A phono jack
(value 250) and one re.
cord (value 88¢) included
with each talking doill.

At right: Ad from 1961 an Indiana newspaper promoting
the Talking Terri.

Accessory Book Advertising Chapter 21



Suspender Skirts — Tiny Terri Lee
Glenda Kitto

Visiting the Grand Museum of Dennis Ross this shelf of Tiny Terri Lee’s caught my attention. How
could it not grab your attention? Here we have matching TL and TTL suspendered skirts. Bold, Bright,
Contrasting Colors and all with white blouses. | Love them!

In 1954 the outfit name is jumper and blouse of Broadcloth #3530R as shown in the 1954 Fashion
Parade with plaid trim for Terri Lee.

In 1956 it is called a Peasant Jumper & Blouse listed for both TL and TTL. What a splendid array of
colors. Nothing fancy just good old fashion everyday school and playwear!



Terri Lee Goes to Potpourri

by Dennis Ross

Having experienced an extremely fun time at UFDC, Terri knew
when she received her invitation to San Diego County Council of Doll
Clubs March 15th Potpourri Day that it would be a day of learning and
fun.

The limousine was ready to go and so was Terri. She had
dressed in her turquoise family sports suit since San Diego is a beach
community and the outfit seemed to fit.

In less than two hours, Terri was being helped from the limo and
escorted into the host hotel where she was met with welcoming faces
and hugs. Gloria Osborn, who heads up the annual gathering,
explained to Terri that there were workshops, round table discussions,
a luncheon and a program.

“It's a full fun packed day!” Gloria concluded. “We also have doll
competition as well,” added Giloria. Terri was impressed that many doll
clubs of the area get together to work in unison to produce such a
super day dedicated to dolls.

Terri was shown to the registration table where she received her
name tag. “You'll have time for one workshop, or three roundtable
discussions”, she was told. “The workshops are ‘Making a Doll Dress
From a Handkerchief’, given by Connie Tagnoli. She’ll provide the
dress pattern and all materials. The other workshop is ‘Making a Small
Doll Mohair Wig’ given by Maggi Phillips.”

Both sounded like fun projects, Terri thought.

The table talks, of which we have four, are ‘Paper,Paper, Paper -
Paper Dolls’ presented by Judy Dinauer and Jill Reeve; ‘What Do We
Know About Sewing Kits?’ given by Carole Neal; ‘Who Is My 10-inch
Doll?’ by Barbara Whyte. This will give clues to identify unmarked dolls
of 10 inch stature. “Hmmmm... my little brother and sister, Tiny Jerri
and Tiny Terri, only have a circled letter C embossed upon their backs.
They could be a real mystery to doll collectors,” said Terri; ‘Shackman



- What???’ will be presented by Pat Knutson. Terri had no idea what a
Shackman could possibly be.

“I'll sign up for that!” she exclaimed.

Not long after that, she was seated at a large round table which
was loaded with paper goods, manufactured by the New York
company, Shackman. “Why I've seen these many times,” observed
Terri as she looked at Victorian gift tags, greeting cards and so many
Shackman goods which began back in the early 1900s. Terri was
amazed at what she learned listening to all that Pat Knutson had to
offer.

Terri was given Shackman gift tags as example of the company’s
products. Judy Dinauer and Jill Reeve gave an informative discussion
about various paper dolls, and even gave out many examples to
attendees. Terri was able to interject a bit of unknown news - Terri Lee
had paper dolls - but in 3-D made of moulded plastic. A rare fact which
most paper doll collectors know nothing about.

The competition of dolls was a great exhibit to view. Terri saw
some dolls which were old friends and even found a few which she’d
never met before.

The buffet lunch was quite enjoyable to all and ended with a
delicious dessert. The program turned out to be on a topic which Terri
knew about - A Mystery in the Nursery - which actually turned out to
be her Apple Valley doll nursery and some of her family doll members
were involved in the mystery! It was written and presented by Little
Fathers Martin Roden and Dennis Ross, whom Terri thought looked
familiar but couldn’t quite place where she’d met them before - hmmm
- another mystery!

This was followed by door prizes and a souvenir doll was handed
out to everybody. It was a little clown doll created from an artist
wooden mannequin. “How cute he is!” said Terri when she unwrapped
him.

All too soon it had come to an end. Gloria Osborn thanked
everyone for coming and invited them to return next March, 2018.
Terri got hugs and kisses from many new friends which she had made
throughout the fun-filled day.

[See Photo next page]






Percale Dress with Organdy Trim & Matching Panties
By Terry Bukowski / May 2017

The Percale dress with matching panties was
never introduced in the Fashion Parade. The
dress came close as pictured to the left that
would have gone into the 1954 Fashion
Parade. However for reasons unknown the
picture never made
it into the Fashion
Parade. Nor did
the other two
outfits. Instead the
dress can be found
in the 1952 &
1954 price list
#3520A Play dress & panty percale $1.95.

The dress was
include in the Feb
& Aug 1953
Monthly
Magazine which showed “Little Mothers”
the two different fabrics used for the dress.
The Feb 1ssue shows the dress in a flower
print, while the Aug issue has the dress in
stripes. Which can be found in red, blue,
green and
brown. The
flower version can be found in many versions. Remember this

dress

comes

with

panties so

be on the

watch for

the

complete

outfit.



Terri Lee Helps Celebrate
the 100th Anniversary of the
beloved Girl Scout Cookie!

by Dennis Ross

Terri, who loves dressing in her official Girl Scout uniforms, salutes the still
strong organization with some items of the organization’s sweet history.













































Little Mother Sews a {.ack{ Hat for Terri Lee

By Mary M. Hayden

In the 50’s there were little hats called “Half Hats”.

In the 1954 Fashion Parade, Terri Lee is wearing a darling
lacey half hat with her first Tea Party dress.

This hat is very simple to make and could be made
without sewing, how good are you with a glue gun.

Materials:

Heavy woven interfacing, such as buckram
18” of %” wide Velvet ribbon

18” of No. 10 craft wire

2 yards of %%” wide gathered lace
Decorative trim, ex. Flowers

Ribbon for ties

Instructions: Sew all seams %4”

1. Cut out buckram using pattern.

2. Attack one edge of the velvet ribbon to the edges of the
buckram.

3. Cut the wire to fit the inside of the ribbon.

4. Fold ribbon over the wire and secure in place. Wire will
be inside the ribbon. 3 o

5. Sew or glue gathered lace on dashed lines of pattern, you ME’ N-.(;W loae-..c_ff Hat
should have 3 rows on each side, spaced evenly.

6. Decorate the center of the hat. Add ribbon ties, at
“X”ends if desired.

7. Bend the hat to fit Terri’s head.
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Jerr1’s Fun Page

by Dennis Ross

What sea creature likes to do math?
An octo-plus!

Why were the two melons
frustrated?
Because they can’t-elope!

What do cats eat for breakfast?
Mice-Crispies!

Venison for dinner again?
Oh, deer!

What do you call an alligator in a
vest?
An investigator!

What kind of hamburgers do
baseball players eat?
Sliders!
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